[bookmark: writ-1000-group-research-project]WRIT 1000 – Group Project
[bookmark: part-2-research-proposal]Part 2: Paper Proposal
Length: 500–700 words
Format: APA 7th Edition
Submission: One proposal per group submitted through Moodle

[bookmark: purpose]Purpose
The Paper Proposal serves as the planning stage for your group’s Position Paper. It provides an opportunity to refine your research question, develop a clear position, organize your ideas, and receive formative feedback before writing the final paper.
Building on your Annotated Bibliography (Part 1), your proposal should demonstrate that your group has critically evaluated the available research, identified a focused ethical issue, and developed a feasible plan for constructing a persuasive, evidence-based argument.
The proposal is not a rough draft of the final paper. Instead, it is a research planning document that explains what your group intends to argue, why the issue is important, and how you will support your position using scholarly evidence.
[bookmark: learning-outcomes]Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this assignment, you will be able to:
· Develop a focused research question and position related to AI in higher education.
· Formulate a clear and arguable thesis.
· Plan an evidence-based academic argument.
· Demonstrate synthesis of scholarly research from your annotated bibliography.
· Explain the significance of your proposed research.
· Organize ideas using an appropriate academic structure.
[bookmark: assignment-instructions]Assignment Instructions
Working collaboratively, prepare a paper proposal that outlines the direction of your final Position Paper.
Use the scholarly sources identified in your Annotated Bibliography (Part 1). You may incorporate additional credible sources if they strengthen your argument.

Your proposal should include the following sections.
[bookmark: introduction-approximately-100-words]1. Introduction (Approximately 100 words)
Introduce your selected ethical issue involving artificial intelligence in higher education.
Provide sufficient background for readers unfamiliar with the topic.
Explain why the issue is timely and relevant.
Conclude this section with a concise statement describing the purpose of your proposed paper.
[bookmark: Xff92cfa9fe298b2c69b4fbab447079529ce9ae2]2. Problem Statement and Purpose (Approximately 100–150 words)
Clearly define the ethical problem your group intends to investigate.
Explain:
· Why this issue matters.
· Who is affected.
· Why further discussion or action is needed.
Then describe the purpose of your proposed paper and what you hope to accomplish through your research.
[bookmark: Xd06e6203446352d58a05b85578869459743e6a1]3. Position and Preliminary Thesis (Approximately 100 words)
Present your group’s preliminary position.
Develop a working thesis that clearly states the argument your final paper will defend.
Briefly explain why your position is supported by the evidence you have gathered so far.
Remember that your thesis may evolve as your research develops.
[bookmark: Xdd45935d413d034da331c136e7a87ab76c60daa]4. Proposed Approach (Approximately 150 words)
Describe how your group plans to develop and support your position.
Discuss:
· the major themes or sections you expect to include;
· the types of scholarly evidence you will use;
· important ethical concepts or theoretical perspectives that will guide your discussion;
· possible counterarguments you anticipate addressing.
This section should demonstrate that your paper has a logical and achievable structure.

[bookmark: X587db5dd3ac36aa8db70bd08bbacaa692512344]5. Significance and Potential Impact (Approximately 100 words)
Explain why your proposed position is important.
Consider questions such as:
· How could your recommendations improve higher education?
· What ethical concerns does your proposal address?
· How might your research contribute to ongoing conversations about AI in education?
· Who may benefit from your findings?
Support your discussion with evidence from the scholarly literature where appropriate.
[bookmark: research-expectations]Research Expectations
Your proposal should:
· demonstrate familiarity with the scholarly literature;
· build upon your Annotated Bibliography;
· synthesize ideas rather than summarize individual sources;
· identify an arguable position;
· establish a clear direction for the final Position Paper.
[bookmark: assessment-criteria]Your proposal should represent thoughtful planning rather than a completed research paper. 
The proposal will be evaluated using the following criteria:
	Clarity and focus of the research problem

	Strength of the preliminary thesis and position

	Integration of scholarly research

	Organization and feasibility of the proposed argument

	Explanation of significance and impact

	Academic writing style, grammar, and APA 7 formatting


[bookmark: submission-requirements]Submission Requirements
Before submitting, ensure that your group has:
· Included an APA 7 title page.
· Written a proposal between 500–700 words.
· Clearly identified the research problem and purpose.
· Presented a focused preliminary thesis.
· Explained the proposed organization and approach.
· Demonstrated engagement with scholarly research.
· Included the AI Use Statement.
· Proofread the proposal for clarity, grammar, and APA formatting.
[bookmark: artificial-intelligence-ai-use]Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use
[bookmark: ai-collaboration][bookmark: Xebc4bc25fcf9dfe9f50326c69ab7830d3d308bf]AI collaboration
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Description automatically generated]
Level 4: Assistance with Attribution
This assignment is designed to assess your group’s ability to plan an academic research project, evaluate evidence, and develop an original position. Your group must remain the primary author of all submitted work.
Generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini) may be used appropriately to support your learning and planning, including:
· brainstorming research questions;
· refining a thesis statement;
· generating organizational ideas or outlines;
· identifying possible counterarguments;
· explaining scholarly concepts;
· improving grammar, clarity, or sentence structure; and
· assisting with APA formatting.
AI may not be used to generate substantial portions of the proposal, produce original arguments for submission, fabricate evidence or references, or replace your group’s analysis and decision-making.
Your group is responsible for verifying all information, evaluating all sources independently, and ensuring that the proposal reflects your own understanding and academic judgment.

[bookmark: ai-acknowledgement]AI Acknowledgement
Include the following statement at the end of your proposal.
AI Use Statement
Our group used the following generative AI tool(s): __________________________
AI was used for the following purposes (check all that apply):
☐ We did not use AI.
☐ Brainstorming ideas
☐ Refining the thesis statement
☐ Developing an outline
☐ Organizing the proposal
☐ Improving grammar or writing clarity
☐ APA formatting assistance
☐ Explaining concepts
☐ Other (briefly describe): ________________________________
All group members reviewed, revised, verified, and take responsibility for the final submitted work.
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