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Student Aid isn’t meant to cover all your expenses.
Student Aid is based on financial need.

Students are expected to contribute.
Parents / spouses also have to contribute.

Two kinds of funding:
Loans

Funds that get paid back. 
Grants

Funds that usually aren’t paid back.
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Canadian Citizen

Permanent Resident

Person with Protected Status

Alberta Resident

Am I eligible?

International Student w/ Study
Permit

Person not enrolled or registered
in courses
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TWO Lenders, ONE application
Alberta (provincial) - aka ABSA
Canada (federal) - aka NSLSC

If you’re entering university right
after finishing high school in Alberta,
you will apply through Alberta.
Submitting the Alberta Student Aid
application puts you in the running
for Provincial AND Federal funding.
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How you’re assessed:
Dependent Student

Financial need is determined based on your and your
parents’ income (prior year income tax return)

Your parents’ income is considered whether or not
they’re helping you

Living at home / studying within 25km of home or not?
Impact to living expenses

Independent Student
have at least one dependent
are or have been married / common-law
23 years of age or older
have been available for full-time work for 2 x 1 year

Special Independent Status - special circumstances
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Students are required to contribute $3,000 each year.
For dependent students, there is an expected weekly
parental contribution based on income and family size.
Canada’s Parental Contribution Calculator can help
determine the amount.
For married / common-law students, their spouse is
expected to contribute based on the Income Thresholds
for Federal Eligibility table.

Note: ABSA requires students and parents or spouses to be
current with their tax filings. You’ll be required to give

ABSA electronic access to your CRA information - if you
don’t give access or aren’t current with your filings, you will

be disqualified from receiving any funding.

Expected Contributions



Full-time or Part-time?

For the Fall/Winter term

Full-time studies: minimum of 9 credit hours
(typically 3 courses) per term.
Student Aid Applications are open now!

Part-time studies: less than 9 credit hours per
term - funding available.

Funding is available for Summer classes,
BUT it’s complicated, so PLEASE just ask us.



Student Aid
Application DUE DATES

A student can apply for student aid funding up to 30 days prior to the
Period of Study End Date (i.e. the last day of the term). After that date,
you cannot apply for that term.

Example: A student wants to apply for student aid funding for the
Fall/Winter term. If the Winter term ends on April 23, the student
must apply by March 24.

Fall/Winter applications allow a student to get funding for the Fall term
even if they’re applying in Winter and the Fall term has finished.
HOWEVER, the student must’ve been a full-time student for both Fall
and Winter terms to be eligible.

Note: Part-time applications are done only per term.
You cannot apply for funding once the 30-day deadline has passed.



Summer - no course registration

Accept your
Offer of Admission;
register in classes

1) Create verified Alberta.ca account
2) Create your Alberta Student Aid account.
3) Ensure your taxes (and your parents’ /
spouse’s) are filed

Fill out Student Aid application
1) Complete Income Verification(s)
2) Create NSLSC account
3) Create MyLoan Alberta account

1) Complete Alberta Student
Aid Agreement & MSFAA
2) Enter bank deposit info

Interest-Free Status

I n  f u l l - t i m e  s t u d i e s

Grace Period
6 months (AB)
12 months (CA)

Return to
school

l
l

l
Repayment

l
l

Term starts. Pay tuition/
fees by deadline

ll
ll
ll
l

ll
ll

ll
ll

Student Aid Overview

l

ll
ll
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ll



In order to access the Alberta Student Aid system, you
must have a verified Alberta.ca account. 

Create a basic account first, then verify it using a valid
Alberta driver’s licence or ID card. The ID you’re using
must be in good standing or it won’t be accepted by the
verification system.

A verification code will be delivered to you by your
choice of text message, phone call or mail. Once you
enter that on Alberta.ca, your account will be verified.

Starting Your
Student Aid
Journey



Create Your
Student Aid
Account



Dashboard



Notice of Collection
of Personal

Information



Application
Summary



Personal Info

Note: Unclear about
something? Click

into the Text Box —
it’ll offer more
information.



Personal Info



Personal Info

Note: This question
assesses whether
you’re eligible for
funding from AB

Student Aid. 

Note: These questions
assess whether you’re

a Dependent or
Independent student. 

Note: Reach out to the
Accessible Learning

Centre: ALC@uleth.ca.
You may be eligible for
Disability Grants and a
Reduced Course Load.



Personal Info



Personal Info



Studies Info

Note: ‘Bachelor of Science’,
‘Bachelor of Arts’, and

‘Bachelor of Arts and Science’
are three different programs. 

Check that you’re choosing
the degree program you’re

registered in - not the faculty.



Applying with a
Combined Degree

Note: Students in a combined degree
pathway who will complete two

separate degrees must apply under
their FIRST program for Years 1, 2 and 3.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

First program Second program



Studies Info

Note: You can apply per term
(Fall and Winter, separately)
OR apply for the entire
academic year (Fall/Winter)

Fall (Sep - Dec)
Winter (Jan - Apr)
Fall/Winter (Sep - Apr)



Studies Info

Note: Input the
numbers that

auto-populate,
unless you’re

registered in less
than 15 credit
hours - then

check your costs
in The Bridge



Studies Info

Note: If you take
the minimum
course load

while receiving
the maximum

funding amount,
you will go over
your AB lifetime

loan limit by
$42,500



Studies Info

Note: Refers
specifically to
PROGRAM

DELIVERY not
individual

course delivery
Note: Only

answer ‘Yes’ if
you’re finishing

your program at
the end of this

application
period.



Studies Info



Financial Info

Note: Pay attention
to whether it’s
asking about
Monthly $ vs

Annual $

Note: Do NOT input
income from your job.

Note: You need to
indicate whether you’re

paying rent!



Financial Info



Financial Info

Note: The Parental Income section will not
appear beneath this section until you have

completed the Financial Info section.



Review & Submit



Note: Leave it... 

BLANK - for
Maximum
amount

Input $ - for
specific
amount

$1 - Grants
ONLY

Amount of Assistance Requested



Final Steps before Submitting



After Submission - A Few More Steps
Note: You will not
receive an Award

Letter until you have
completed your

Income Verification

Note: If you are
unable to complete

the verification at the
moment, click ‘Return
to Learner Welcome

Page’.



After Submission - A Few More Steps

Note: ‘Click Here’ will open a pop-up
where you can enter your Tax

information. Once you’ve entered it and
clicked ‘Save’ the information will

appear on your Portal



After Submission - A Few More Steps

Note: Click ‘the
checkbox before

clicking ‘Next’

Note: A
confirmation of

your consent will
appear.



After Submission - A Few More Steps

Note: A final screen will
confirm that you’ve

provided your Income
Information and your

Consent.

Note: If you have other
members of your family

(Parent(s) or Spouse), make
sure they check their emails
to provide their own Income

Verification

Can also click ‘Show All’ to
see if there’s anything

outstanding.



Keeping Track



Keeping Track



Summer - no course registration

Accept your
Offer of Admission;
register in classes

1) Create verified Alberta.ca account
2) Create your Alberta Student Aid account.
3) Ensure your taxes (and your parents’ /
spouse’s) are filed

Fill out Student Aid application
1) Complete Income Verification(s)
2) Create NSLSC account
3) Create MyLoan Alberta account

1) Complete Alberta Student
Aid Agreement & MSFAA
2) Enter bank deposit info

Interest-Free Status

I n  f u l l - t i m e  s t u d i e s

Grace Period
6 months (AB)
12 months (CA)

Return to
school

l
l

l
Repayment
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Term starts. Pay tuition/
fees by deadline
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You will receive a Student Award Letter in your
Inbox on Alberta Student Aid. You’ll be notified
by email when it appears in your portal Inbox.

The letter details the funding you’re receiving:
how much, what type, from which lender?

After Submitting - Student Award Letter



After Submitting -
Agreements You will be asked to complete an

Alberta Student Aid Agreement and the
Master Student Financial Assistance

Agreement (MSFAA). These outline the
terms of accepting and repaying your

student loans. 

It’s important you read through these
carefully. You will not receive your

funding until you’ve completed these
forms - this is also when you will enter
your deposit info to receive your funds

electronically.



If everything in your application is correct
and Alberta Student Aid doesn’t require more
info from you, we will confirm your enrolment
/ registration and your application will be
processed. Once it’s been processed, your
funds will be disbursed to your bank account. 

The date listed on your Award letter is the
date Alberta Student Aid will schedule the
disbursement of your funds. Expect to
receive your funding at least 7 - 10 business
days after that.

Receiving Your Funds

Note: If your application has errors, Alberta Student Aid or we will reach out to you.



If the amount awarded to you is
not enough, you can do a

Request For Review/
Reassessment.

If this is you, reach out to us so
we can help you with this

process. Doing this request
incorrectly can cause students
a lot of aggravation and stress.

What if it’s not enough?



If Alberta Student Aid does not award you any
funding, there are other options:

Awards & Scholarships
You’ve already applied for ULethbridge
Keep an eye on AB Student Aid
Partial list of external on the SSF website
Google is your friend!
Opportunities through employers

Part-time employment
Canada Learning Bond
Student Line of Credit
Other lines of credit you may already have
access to directly or through family

What if I got rejected?



If you don’t receive your funding
by the time Tuition & Fees are
due, reach out to our office, so
we can look into why you’re
experiencing a delay.

Sometimes, we can find a quick
solution!

What if I don’t get my funding in time?



Sometimes, life happens and you end
up dropping to less than 9 credit hours
or withdrawing from classes completely.

PLEASE be sure to contact us BEFORE
dropping below 9 credit hours in your
current term, as this can have pretty BIG
consequences for your funding.

Drop to Part-time: Dropping courses so you
complete LESS THAN 9 credit hours in a term.

Withdrawal: Withdrawing so you are no
longer registered in ANY courses for the term.

Definitions

Withdrawal or
Drop to Part-time 



Have you received student aid in the
past, but don’t plan on applying for
funding at some point in the future?

You’ll need to let your Lenders
know that you’re still in school.

You can do this by completing a
Confirmation of Enrolment through

the Canada and / or Alberta portals.

Confused? Ask us for help!

Confirmation of Enrolment

Note: If you apply for student aid funding, you are automatically letting
them know you’re still in school - no Confirmation of Enrolment needed.



A student will return to Interest-Free
status when they return to full-time
studies.

Note: If you have Full-time loans
but return to Part-time studies, you
will still be in Repayment for your
Full-time loans.

Interest-Free Status
When a student is not in Repayment or

a Grace Period. Typically because a
student is currently a full-time student.

Definitions
Interest-Free Status



One last thing...



When in doubt, reach out!

Located: Anderson Hall (AH115)
Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Phone: (403) 329-2585
Email: fin.aid@uleth.ca

Scholarships &
Student Finance

doesn’t just assist
with Grants and

Loans. We do
Scholarships, Awards

and Bursaries, too!



Quick tips guide



Thank you for attending!

Questions?
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