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“Brainstorm” documentary wins Rosie Award

Brainstorm, the documentary film created and directed by Dr. Jenna Bailey, an
adjunct professor of history and senior researcher with the University of
Lethbridge's Centre for Oral History and Tradition, won a Rosie at the Alberta Film
& Television Awards ceremony on Oct. 25.

“I'm deeply honoured that Brainstorm has received the Rosie Award for Best
Educational Production,” says Bailey. “This film was created to celebrate the
remarkable contributions of Dr. Bryan Kolb and Dr. lan Whishaw, whose
groundbreaking research in neuroscience has shaped how we understand the
human brain.”

The team behind the production includes co-producer Edgar Bermudez Contreras,
adjunct professor at the Canadian Centre for Behavioural Neuroscience (CCBN),
and editor Bryn Hewko, assistant professor of new media.

The 42-minute film delves into the history behind the establishment of the CCBN
and its growth through the efforts of Kolb, Wishaw, Dr. Robert Sutherland and Dr.
Robbin Gibb. The research results produced by CCBN scientists have provided
insight into Parkinson'’s disease, Alzheimer's disease, strokes and early brain
development, to name a few. As a result, prevention strategies for brain disorders
and programs to improve brain health have been developed. Community programs
have sprouted from their findings and have been key to launching such programs
as Building Brains Together and the Early Years program through the Martin Family
Initiative.

“It's been a privilege to share their story with audiences and to highlight the
incredible work happening right here in Lethbridge,” says Bailey. “This recognition
is a tribute to our entire team and to the power of film as a way to inspire curiosity,
learning and pride in our scientific and local heritage.”



The film had its Lethbridge premiere nearly a year ago to a sold-out crowd at the
Yates Theatre. Since then, Brainstorm has been picked up by Amazon Prime in the
United States and the United Kingdom and by Roku in the US.

The film has also been selected for several film festivals. The documentary was
an Official Selection at the SCINEMA International Science Film Festival (Australia)
and aired as a part of National Science Week in Australia, a semifinalist at the Raw
Science Film Festival (USA), the Iris Global Health Film Festival (USA) and the USA
Film Festival. In addition, Brainstorm was a nominee for the Best
Science/Nature/Technology Doc at the Yorkton Film Festival (Saskatchewan).

Brainstorm was produced with the support of TELUS STORYHIVE and has been
released on Telus Optik TV Channel 9. Additional funding was generously
provided by the Alberta Medical Association, Government of Alberta, Alberta
Media Fund, CCBN, Centre for Oral History and Tradition (COHT) and the
Historical Society of Alberta.

Bailey’'s next project focuses on the Lethbridge Symphony Orchestra and the
history of classical music making in southern Alberta. Learn more
at www.baileyandsoda.com.
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Our University’s Blackfoot name is Iniskim, meaning Sacred Buffalo Stone. The University
is located in traditional Blackfoot Confederacy territory. We honour the Blackfoot people
and their traditional ways of knowing in caring for this land, as well as all Indigenous
Peoples who have helped shape and continue to strengthen our University community.
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