Building and Communicating Al Expectations and Instructions for Your Course:
Why It Matters

By Diana Letts-Piedrahita & Bill Forster

In today’s rapidly evolving educational landscape, using or not allowing the use of Al-powered
technology by students demands setting out clear, well-defined Al technology expectations that fit
within your teaching philosophy and assessment approaches. Creating these expectations is crucial
for several reasons, all of which contribute to a more effective, fair, inclusive and accessible
learning environment. It is also important to remember that establishing these Al expectations is
required according to the University of Lethbridge Student Code of Conduct which states:

5.2.1.10.1. Instructors or Supervisory Committees shall clearly set out expectations and
may choose to permit, limit, or ban the use of tools such as Al in research, assignments,
and assessments in a program or Course.

5.2.1.10.2. Students shall consult with their Instructors or supervisory committee

on the appropriate use of Al tools and technologies.

5.2.1.10.3. Contravening the instructions provided by an Instructor or

Supervisory Committee regarding the use of Al tools is an Academic

Student Code of Conduct Policy Offence.

Some things to consider about developing expectations include:

Al expectations promote clarity and transparency. By outlining if, how, when, and why Al
tools may be used or not on your course assignments and assessment, you set clear expectations
for learners from the outset, reducing misunderstandings and ensuring everyone is on the same

page.

Consistency is another key benefit. A written Al statement ensures that rules are applied
uniformly across all learners, particularly in assessments. This consistency helps avoid perceived
or actual unfairness, ensuring that every student is held to the same standard.

Moreover, Al expectations allow for customization to course needs. Different courses have
unique goals and challenges, and a tailored set of instructions and expectations enables you to
address these specific needs. Whether Al is used for research, writing, outlining, or problem-
solving, customized expectations ensure that the technology is used appropriately and effectively
within your class context.

The promotion of ethical learning considerations are also central to Al expectations in your
course. By guiding learners on ethical considerations of using Al, as well as positive and negative
impacts on learning you foster responsible use of technology in academic work. This ethical
framework is essential as Al continues to have a big impact in education.



As Al tools evolve, so should your course expectations. Detailed, course-specific Al rules allow
you to adapt to these changes, ensuring that your guidelines remain relevant and effective as new
technology and challenges arise.

Repeat Al Expectations in course outline, Moodle and on Assignments. It is essential to not
only set the Al expectations in your course outline, but also reinforce these expectations on your
Moodle page, and detail specific expectations on all assignments. This will ensure that your
expectations are clear, support learning outcomes, and help students adhere to the code of conduct
regarding Al technology usage.

If you choose to incorporate Al in your classes

Creating Al expectations is just the first step. It’s equally important to test, assess, and
demonstrate how Al-powered technology will be used in your course. This ensures that the
technology you choose is effective and relevant to your learning objectives and course outcomes.
By experimenting with this technology, you can assess whether they truly enhance learning or
assessment, making adjustments as needed to ensure they contribute to student success.

Demonstrating Al technology usage in class early in the term, builds student confidence and
competency, helping them understand the potential benefits and challenges of Al while also
fostering a balanced, ethical relationship with technology. This approach also enhances fairness in
assessment, as it allows you to ensure that Al- powered technology is unbiased and aligned with
your grading criteria.

Engaging with AI technology enhances digital literacy and allows for continuous
improvement. By reflecting on your approaches and strategies, by gathering data and feedback,
you can refine both your teaching methods and student learning outcomes, keeping your course
content dynamic and responsive to new developments.

Guiding Students on when and how to Cite or Attribute AI use is important. The most recent
definition of Plagiarism outlined in the University of Lethbridge Student Code of Conduct states:

4.2.1. “Plagiarism” means representing or attempting to represent the work of others as
the Students’ own work. The term “others” includes other people’s work or work
generated by algorithms or other means, including artificial intelligence (Al).

Examples of this offence include:

4.2.1.1. Using all or a portion of someone else’s work in an evaluated activity without
proper acknowledgment or attribution to indicate the source of the work.

4.2.1.2. Submitting material received or purchased from another person, website,
service, or other source, which the Student is required to complete on their

own in an evaluated activity, as their own original work.



Providing clear instructions and examples in course materials of how and when you would like Al
cited or attributed in your course not only provides guidance for students but communicates a need
for academic integrity at all times. The University of Lethbridge Library has developed a guide
including citation styles that can be helpful and shared with students: Understanding plagiarism
and Al

Example Al Statements:

Building a tailored Al statement and thoughtfully integrating Al-powered technology into your
course not only enhances teaching and learning but also ensures that these tools are used
effectively, ethically, and in alignment with your course outcomes and teaching philosophy.

To assist you in preparing your Al statement for your course outline, here are some examples of
Al expectations for the Course Outline for your reference:

Al Statement I:
“Al powered applications and online translation tools:

PLEASE READ! Please take note of the following information regarding the use of Al-powered
applications and online translation tools in our class. We will be using language tools like ChatGPT
or other Al language models to generate text. In our first week of classes, we’ll explore how we
plan to integrate Al-powered technology into our course. Together, we’ll examine its capabilities
as a tutor and a learning tool to enhance your learning outcomes and experience.

While online AI- powered tools are publicly available, they often produce results that are less
accurate, reliable, and may contain biases, stereotypes, and misleading information detrimental to
your learning needs and current context. Please be aware that utilizing automatic translation aids
or Al-powered tools in your written work without proper citation will result in a grade of zero,
even if the assignment is grammatically correct. Your instructor will be able to identify the use of
these tools.” Letts-Piedrahita, D. L. (2025)



Al Statement I1:

Plagiarism & Academic Integrity

Plagiarismisuanllydeﬁnedasthel;msemaﬁonofsomeoneelse’swmkorideasasone’s own, without
proper documentation or acknowledgement of the original source. It can be imntentional or unintentional, but
either way, it constitutes theft of intellectual property. Our course invites you to consider the use of
generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) technologies ethically; by responsibly acknowledging sources and
authorship of the information you are re-presenting (see Levels of Al Assistance below). Submitting Al-
produced assignments without proper citation is a breach of academic honesty. To maintain Academic
Integrity, students must cite all sources and acknowledge all instances of GenAl used in assignments,
adding a Declaration of Generated Material . Familianze yourself with the “Academic Regulations,
Policies and Program Requirements™ section of the current University of Lethbridge Calendar (see
especially Student Code of Conduct Part Four); by accepting the offer of enrollment at the U of L, you have
agreed to be admunistered by these policies, whether you have read them or not.

Note: In this section of WRIT 1000, we will be using several generative Al tools for ideation, revision,
and outcome evaluation. These activities are meant to improve students’ Al literacy and fluency. Students
are responsible for documenting any Al generated contend subnutted in their assignments.
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Al Statement I11:

“Course Expectations Regarding Al Tools (1000 Level Course)

Instructors Statement on Al Usage and Assessment

No Al Tools: The use of artificial intelligence tools in this course is prohibited. This includes any
Al resources for writing or research to be graded towards the final grade. In-Class Assessment:



All assessments will be conducted in class, the Testing Centre or the Accessible Learning Centre
to ensure authentic engagement with the materials, tasks and with the support of the
instructor, teaching assistant, accessibility or proctoring support. All in agreement with the
University of Lethbridge Student Code of Conduct & the Assessment of Student Policy at the
University of Lethbridge.

These expectations aim to strengthen students’ writing and critical thinking skills. By prohibiting
Al assistance, students will develop their ability to articulate ideas and analyze information
independently. In-Class assessments will promote real-time thinking and confidence in the
learners abilities, preparing them for future academic and professional challenges. If you have
any questions or concerns about our classes’ Al expectations, please feel free to contact your
instructor or book a Student hour meeting to discuss this further and to look for better ways to
support you.”

Al Statement I'V:

“Academic integrity: From Grammarly and ChatGPT, to features that you can’t turn off in
other programs, Al is hard (but not impossible) to avoid these days; however, it comes with huge
environmental, ethical, and intellectual costs. It cannot replace your own learning, and research
indicates using it literally makes you dumber which seems contrary to why you chose to come to

university. I believe most students are fundamentally honest, care about learning, and want to
follow the conventions of academic integrity, such as citing your sources and being clear about
where your own words begin and end. More importantly, I also think each of you has a unique
voice and perspective that matters more than a word salad thrown together by an algorithm. I
will therefore treat any use of Al as an academic offense, including an automatic zero on the
assignment. Click here if you want to read the “Student Code of Conduct Policy.” McManus, S.
(2025)

Al Statement V:

“Policy on Al use: You are not permitted to use Generative Al tools to support your work
UNLESS told in writing that you can do so by the instructor. Online Al- powered tools are
publicly available, but they are often not accurate, and contain biases, stereotypes and
misleading information that will be detrimental to your learning, critical thinking, and overall
success. Within our classroom time we will discuss the use of tools such as ChatGPT and
Grammarly to generate text and how they may be used as a learning tool and the effects of it in
the business work. Work created by Al tools will not be considered original student work and
instead will be considered an academic offence. Assignments may be scrutinized for inclusion
of Al written text and content creation. Tools such as Grammarly and Quillbot may be used
SOLELY for editing purposes and must be appropriately cited.



Plagiarism & Academic Integrity: Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else's work or
idea as our own without the proper acknowledgement or citation of the original piece. Artificial
intelligence technologies are considered a source to be cited and cannot be misrepresented as
one’s work. Submission of any Al student work without proper citation is considered plagiarism
and will be subject to plagiarism policy.” Tari, M (2025

Al Statement VI:

“Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism and Al Use

Academic dishonesty and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a zero grade for
the submission. The use of Al tools for any of the reasons below for work in this course is a violation of
the University of Lethbridge’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (2025) since the work is not your own. The
use of unauthorized Al tools will result in academic discipline.

The use of generative Al tools is not permitted in this course for the following activities:
e Impersonating you in classroom contexts, such as by using the tool to compose writing prompts
assigned to you or content that you submit
Completing quizzes
Writing a draft of a writing assignment
Writing entire sentences, paragraphs or papers to complete class assignments
Sourcing resources included in your reference page
Rewriting entire sentences under the guise of editing for grammar and style

Plagiarism Statement:
Misrepresenting the work of others as your own constitutes academic dishonesty and is a punishable
offence at the University of Lethbridge.

1. Don’t take words verbatim (word-for-word) from any written document or website and fail to use
quotation marks and a proper reference including a page number.

2. When you paraphrase, you must cite the author(s) from whom you took the ideas/information.

3. Plagiarism intentional or unintentional, has consequences, utilizing Turnitin to check your work
prior to submission is recommended.

4. If you have an in-text citation, it must be in the reference list and vice versa.

5. Using artificial intelligence such as ChatGPT, Quillbot or any other Al is prohibited in this class
because developing your academic writing skills is a key goal of this course. See Al/ChatGPT/
Language Learning Models - Use Statement below for more detail.

6. Plagiarism includes using false citations that are generated from programs such as ChatGPT.

7. If you commit plagiarism, you will face serious academic consequences.

Students must be able to submit both electronic and hard copy versions of their work upon request. |
I highly recommend using google documents for all writing assignments and group work for this reason.

The University of Lethbridge subscribes to Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service. Please be
advised that student work submitted for credit in this course will be submitted to this system to verify its
originality. Turnitin will be integrated with Moodle and your submissions will be screened for similarity to
other works. Students will be able to view their similarity rating when they submit their assignments. If you
notice that your rating is high, you can delete your submission, fix your citations and similarities, and



resubmit your assignment (PRIOR to the deadline). If you do not wish to submit your work through
Turnitin, please speak with me about alternate plagiarism-screening options.

Al/ChatGPT/ Language Learning Models - Use Statement:

The use of ChatGPT or any other Al platform/tool to generate ideas, written content, and rewriting entire
sentences under the guise of editing for grammar and style or produce any other material is prohibited in
this course. This is for a number of reasons:

e This class is designed to improve your writing and communication skills. If you are not writing,you
are not improving. Writing is something that is a process, and using Al generators shortcuts this
process without allowing you the ability to build this skill.

e Using Al brings up academic honesty issues because it raises the issue of “is this work your
work” and Al/language model tools often take others' work without credit.

e Al and ChatGPT are not always accurate, and will invent sources or display general results to a
specific question. This is problematic when you are learning to conduct research and present
specific results.

| also value your writing and originality of thought. | became an educator because | am passionate about
helping students improve and succeed. | am unable to do this when you submit work that is not your own.

Additionally, | would encourage you to think about the opportunity and privilege that university education

presents. Education like the one you are receiving is not available to everyone, and many people do not

have the opportunity to spend significant time thinking and learning. Furthermore, someone is paying for
you to be here (yourself, your parents/relatives, scholarships/grants, loans, etc). If you choose, to spend

this both incredible and expensive opportunity by trying to avoid doing the work of learning through using
Al/ChatGPT/Language Model tools — you are ultimately cheating yourself.

Any work submitted that does not fulfill the assignment guidelines regardless of Al/ChatGPT/Language
Models usage will be awarded the grade it deserves.”
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