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Director’s NoteDirector’s Note
“Jesus Christ, Superstar…. Who are you? What have you sacrificed?” These “Jesus Christ, Superstar…. Who are you? What have you sacrificed?” These 
words, this tune (and many others from this iconic rock opera) have been words, this tune (and many others from this iconic rock opera) have been 
emblazoned on the consciousness of a whole generation. It is a question that emblazoned on the consciousness of a whole generation. It is a question that 
has been asked in many ways, many times, in many languages and cultures, has been asked in many ways, many times, in many languages and cultures, 
over the past two thousand years. Who is this Jesus of Nazareth? Who was he over the past two thousand years. Who is this Jesus of Nazareth? Who was he 
then? Who is he now?then? Who is he now?

As a teenager growing up in the 1970’s, I listened to the album over and over As a teenager growing up in the 1970’s, I listened to the album over and over 
again. I still have the original two album set, and I still know all the words by again. I still have the original two album set, and I still know all the words by 
heart. Tuning into the energy of this popular rock opera, my dad used the music heart. Tuning into the energy of this popular rock opera, my dad used the music 
and lyrics in our Sunday school class, posing new questions, and inspiring new and lyrics in our Sunday school class, posing new questions, and inspiring new 
thoughts. Suddenly, the stories of Christ became more relevant and real, as I thoughts. Suddenly, the stories of Christ became more relevant and real, as I 
met a Jesus who was more human and relatable to me. Looking back now, met a Jesus who was more human and relatable to me. Looking back now, 
I am so grateful to my father for being so open minded and welcoming to I am so grateful to my father for being so open minded and welcoming to 
different points of view. Although my understanding of the world has changed different points of view. Although my understanding of the world has changed 
significantly since then, the core message of unconditional love and compassion significantly since then, the core message of unconditional love and compassion 
that Jesus lived is still foundational in my life. Fifty years after its original that Jesus lived is still foundational in my life. Fifty years after its original 
release, I believe the music and message of this iconic rock opera are even more release, I believe the music and message of this iconic rock opera are even more 
relevant to a world that is increasingly polarized. relevant to a world that is increasingly polarized. 

Working on Jesus Christ Superstar has been a life long dream of mine, and I Working on Jesus Christ Superstar has been a life long dream of mine, and I 
have so many people to thank for making this dream come true. Thank you have so many people to thank for making this dream come true. Thank you 
to everyone working behind the scenes. Thank you Bente and Sandra for to everyone working behind the scenes. Thank you Bente and Sandra for 
saying “Yes” to being part of the creative team. Thank you designers for all saying “Yes” to being part of the creative team. Thank you designers for all 
your creative work, and for your willingness to explore and collaborate on your creative work, and for your willingness to explore and collaborate on 
the vision for this show. Thank you Madisan for the dynamic choreography, the vision for this show. Thank you Madisan for the dynamic choreography, 
Ahona for your assistance with choreography and directing, and Zoë for all Ahona for your assistance with choreography and directing, and Zoë for all 
the coaching you did. A special thank you to our amazing cast for all your the coaching you did. A special thank you to our amazing cast for all your 
hard work, dedication and enthusiasm, and for all your “offers” in rehearsal, hard work, dedication and enthusiasm, and for all your “offers” in rehearsal, 
both serious and absurd. Finally, I want to thank Nicole, Xavier, and Fin for all both serious and absurd. Finally, I want to thank Nicole, Xavier, and Fin for all 
the tremendous support you provided me and the cast through the rehearsal the tremendous support you provided me and the cast through the rehearsal 
process. We couldn’t have done it without you!process. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Douglas MacArthurDouglas MacArthur



Artistic commentsArtistic comments

Jesus Christ Superstar has been my favourite musical since I was about 11 Jesus Christ Superstar has been my favourite musical since I was about 11 
years old. I would sneak into my older brother’s room and gingerly place the LP years old. I would sneak into my older brother’s room and gingerly place the LP 
on his record player, pull on a pair of headphones and listen in bliss, hoping he on his record player, pull on a pair of headphones and listen in bliss, hoping he 
wouldn’t come home and catch me in there. When Doug approached me about wouldn’t come home and catch me in there. When Doug approached me about 
doing this magnificent show at the University, I jumped at the opportunity. For doing this magnificent show at the University, I jumped at the opportunity. For 
all intents and purposes, this is a bucket list item for me – I wanted to play in all intents and purposes, this is a bucket list item for me – I wanted to play in 
the orchestra. To be the musical director of this fine show is beyond my wildest the orchestra. To be the musical director of this fine show is beyond my wildest 
dreams. I want to thank Sandra for being an amazing vocal director. I want to dreams. I want to thank Sandra for being an amazing vocal director. I want to 
thank my assistant musical director for his unending support and willingness to thank my assistant musical director for his unending support and willingness to 
help me with anything. I want to thank the students in my orchestra for being help me with anything. I want to thank the students in my orchestra for being 
awesome. I want to thank the cast and crew for being spectacular. And most of awesome. I want to thank the cast and crew for being spectacular. And most of 
all, I want to thank Doug for giving me this amazing opportunity. Everything’s all, I want to thank Doug for giving me this amazing opportunity. Everything’s 
all right, yes, everything’s fine!!!! all right, yes, everything’s fine!!!! 
	 	 	 		 	 	 	 Bente HansenBente Hansen

Jesus Christ, Superstar was one of the first musicals I ever saw. In 1992, a 20th Jesus Christ, Superstar was one of the first musicals I ever saw. In 1992, a 20th 
anniversary touring cast which included Ted Neely (Jesus) and Carl Anderson anniversary touring cast which included Ted Neely (Jesus) and Carl Anderson 
(Judas) as well as the lead singer from Styx, Dennis DeYoung (Annas) graced (Judas) as well as the lead singer from Styx, Dennis DeYoung (Annas) graced 
the stage at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa. The experience was life-the stage at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa. The experience was life-
altering. The atmosphere in the room was unlike what I had ever experienced altering. The atmosphere in the room was unlike what I had ever experienced 
in that theatre before. Everyone was on their feet dancing, singing along, and in that theatre before. Everyone was on their feet dancing, singing along, and 
cheering. It was more like a rock concert than a musical performance. I had no cheering. It was more like a rock concert than a musical performance. I had no 
idea that theatre could bring so many different people together for a common idea that theatre could bring so many different people together for a common 
purpose before that moment. This was one of the seminal experiences in my purpose before that moment. This was one of the seminal experiences in my 
life which led me to a life as a performer in opera. I want to express my deep life which led me to a life as a performer in opera. I want to express my deep 
gratitude to Bente for inviting me to part of this show and to Doug for trusting gratitude to Bente for inviting me to part of this show and to Doug for trusting 
me to help prepare the performers. Betty: you are the best. To our design, me to help prepare the performers. Betty: you are the best. To our design, 
sound, lighting, backstage crew, and stage management teams, we could not sound, lighting, backstage crew, and stage management teams, we could not 
do what we do without you. Pit orchestra, I salute you. You bring the sound of do what we do without you. Pit orchestra, I salute you. You bring the sound of 
this world to life. And to the cast, you are the Superstars! Thank you for your this world to life. And to the cast, you are the Superstars! Thank you for your 
dedication and singular purpose to bring this show to life! dedication and singular purpose to bring this show to life! 
	 	 	 		 	 	 	 Sandra StringerSandra Stringer



Special Thanks Special Thanks 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed:Many thanks to everyone who contributed:

General FastenersGeneral Fasteners

Cherilyn FerbyCherilyn Ferby

Territorial AcknowledgementTerritorial Acknowledgement

The University is located on traditional Blackfoot Confederacy territory. The University is located on traditional Blackfoot Confederacy territory. 
We honour the Blackfoot people and their traditional ways of knowing We honour the Blackfoot people and their traditional ways of knowing 
in caring for this land, as well as all Indigenous Peoples who have helped in caring for this land, as well as all Indigenous Peoples who have helped 
shape and continue to strengthen our University community.shape and continue to strengthen our University community.

WarningWarning

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR 
OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS 
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS 
IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND 
ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.
com/resources/protecting-artistscom/resources/protecting-artists
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