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New pathway to law degree at heart of partnership 
between University of Lethbridge and Bond University 
 
A new partnership between the University of Lethbridge and Australia’s Bond University 
will allow students in Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Management programs to pursue 
a Canadian law degree in just five years. The dual Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Laws 
(BA/LLB) and Bachelor of Management/Bachelor of Laws (BMgt/LLB) allows students to 
gain two degrees, making them eligible to practice law in Canada more quickly. 
 
Alumnus Jay Merchant (BA ’05), who 
initiated discussions with the 
University about a dual degree 
program, earned his law degree from 
Bond University in 2012, and 
currently teaches there while 
practicing law. He says he wishes the 
program had been available to him at 
the time and is thrilled that students 
will now have this option. 
 
“I would have gone that route in a 
heartbeat, and I would have been employed a lot sooner than I was,” says Merchant. 
“The degree being offered is a game changer for University of Lethbridge students and 
prospective students looking for a program like this. There’s just nothing like it.” 
 
How does it work? 
 
Students begin with two years at ULethbridge in their chosen BA or general business 
management course requirements, completing 20 courses or 60 credit hours. They are 
then eligible to apply to Bond University for years three and four (the LLB portion of 
their dual degree) where they will complete 24 courses or 72 credit hours. Year five is 
back at ULethbridge for an additional 10 courses or 30 credit hours. Upon completion of 
all requirements from both universities, students will be awarded both degrees, the 
ULethbridge Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Management and the Bond University 
Bachelor of Laws. 

https://bond.edu.au/study/bond-for-international-students/important-information-for-international-students/canada?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=pg_inter_ao_np&utm_id=canada&utm_term=generic&utm_content=rsa&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAvJarBhA1EiwAGgZl0DapM4l9EqDbKVi6v_sOLgeb1mcWwl5RM-V4EH1q2YQpakqJXQvuphoCjnoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/future-student/program/law-dual-degree-bachelor-arts-bachelor-laws
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/future-student/program/law-and-business-dual-degree-bachelor-management-bachelor-laws
https://bond.edu.au/profile/jay-merchant?ref=stories.ulethbridge.ca


 
Students will pay domestic fees while studying at ULethbridge and international student 
fees while in Australia. As well, students can apply for law school without having to 
write the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). 
 
Bond University is Australia’s largest Law School for Canadian Bachelor of Laws and Juris 
Doctor students. With a 20-year history of training Canadian lawyers and more than 150 
Canadian students currently studying law at Bond, the university is home to an 
active Canadian Law Students’ Association. 
 
For ULethbridge, the partnership aligns with its liberal education philosophy, 
encouraging study abroad opportunities, critical thinking and a well-rounded, worldly 
view. 
 
“Part of becoming a global citizen is to learn about the people and lands beyond one's 
own borders,” says Dr. Janay Nugent, associate dean in the Faculty of Arts & Science. 
"Travelling provides so many opportunities for personal growth and development, as 
well as the ability to hone one's sense of curiosity through exploration, resulting in a 
whole new perspective about the world in which you live.” 
 
For business students, Dean of the Dhillon School of Business, Dr. Kerry Godfrey, says 
the business and law combination is ideally suited to students particularly interested in 
corporate Canada or public service. 
 
“The critical thinking skills honed at law school, alongside the problem-solving and 
management skills developed in business school, provide an outstanding foundation to 
launch a career in Canada’s business sector, public sector or the non-profit sector,” says 
Godfrey. “Graduates of this dual degree program will be very well positioned to make a 
positive impact on Canadian civic, civil and corporate society.” 
 
For more information on this new partnership, check out the BA/LLB and the BMgt/LLB. 
 
To view online: https://www.ulethbridge.ca/unews/article/new-pathway-law-degree-
heart-partnership-between-university-lethbridge-and-bond-university 
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Our University’s Blackfoot name is Iniskim, meaning Sacred Buffalo Stone. The University 
is located in traditional Blackfoot Confederacy territory. We honour the Blackfoot people 
and their traditional ways of knowing in caring for this land, as well as all Indigenous 
Peoples who have helped shape and continue to strengthen our University community. 


