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2021 RETIREES
Donal Atkinson

Brenda Bell
Arie Bomhof

Robert Boudreau
Lynne Brown 
Richard Butt 
Jane Cahoon

Ron Chambers
Dagmar Dahle

Wendy Faith Usher
Carolyn Gaebel
Betsy Greenlees

Arlene Grimes
Renae Hougen 

Margaret Joblonkay

David Kaminski
Al Kizuk 

Carol Knibbs 
Gary Linn

Heather MacDermid
Bruce MacKay

Claudia Malacrida
James McDowell 
Darcy McKenna

Brenda Nixon
Terri Saunders

William Tietz
John Usher
John Vokey
Lori Weber 

Retiree Recognition 2021



Faculty of Arts & Science  
Neuroscience

Bryan Kolb
45 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Prof. Bryan E. Kolb is one of the world’s leading neuroscientists, with well over 450 
publications. Early in his career, he transformed his field by demonstrating the utility of rats in 
medical studies of the prefrontal cortex. This led to the development of important treatments for 
brain injury and disease. Bryan later demonstrated how brain cells regrow as function is restored. 
He has made many important discoveries on the impacts of psychoactive drugs, injury, hormones and 
experience on neuroplasticity. His graduate and undergraduate students benefit from working with 
a lead researcher involved in writing their textbooks.
Dr. Kolb is the recipient of four honorary degrees, and has received a multitude of awards. In 2000, 
he was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He received a Killam Fellowship from the Canada 
Council, along with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012. In 2016, Kolb was inducted as an 
Officer of the Order of Canada “for his leadership and for his contributions to our scientific 
understanding of brain function and development”. Congratulations on 45 extraordinary years of 
service to the University of Lethbridge.



Heather Mirau
45 Years
Vice-President (Academic), Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Heather is known for her keen entrepreneurial and management skills in facilitating 
conversations and ideas among academics, staff, and administrators, and for 
creating ways and operations to better support students. Starting in the Faculty of 
Education she has applied these skills in the many units that she has worked 
throughout the University to form outcomes to benefit student success.
Since joining the team in the Provost’s Office, Heather was asked to assist and guide 
the formal development of the Academic Plan and the three institutional priorities of 
Internationalization, Liberal Education and Indigenization, with a constant 
commitment to student success.



A n n e t t e  B r i g h t
40 Years
Bookstore

Long Service Awards 2021

Annette is our amazing leader of the Bookstore and is a key member of our 
Ancillary leadership team.
Annette’s dedication and innovation have been so critical to the success of 
our Bookstore, but she will always say it is her wonderful staff that make 
the difference.
Annette’s energy, passion and generosity are well known in our
community and we are so lucky to have her in our University family.



Kurt Klein
40 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science  
Economics

Dr. Kurt Klein has a most distinguished career in research, teaching and 
service at the University of Lethbridge. His research has focused on 
Canadian agricultural policy and has appeared in numerous leading 
academic journals, book chapters and research reports. Kurt is a very 
effective teacher and his many students praise his wide knowledge and 
his ability to apply economic principles to real world events and 
policies.

Long Service Awards 2021



Judy Lacey
40 Years

Facilities
Campus Safety

Long Service Awards 2021

Judy is a loyal employee and an integral member of the Campus 
Safety team. Not only does Judy make sure all the important 

details are caught, but she makes sure we all know that she is 
watching out for us. In Judy's 40 years she has perfected her 

Mother Hen persona, and takes great pride is her institutional 
knowledge. Campus Safety congratulates Judy on 40 years of 

devoted service.



David Naylor 
40 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science  Physics & 
Astronomy

Long Service Awards 2021

David develops instruments to explore the universe. He has been involved in four space 
exploration missions, leading Canada in three of them. Two of the instruments he co-developed 
are on board the European Space Agency’s Infrared Space Observatory and Herschel Space 
Observatory. In 2002 David was the recipient of the UofL Speaker Research Award. He was also the 
recipient of the two gold medal awards (2009, 2014) from the Royal Society of London for his 
contributions to the development of instrumentation to explore the universe. One of these 
instruments, developed in collaboration with the Royal Observatory Edinburgh, is on permanent 
display in the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh. The flight spare of the LWS spectrometer 
onboard ISO is on permanent display in the Science Museum, Kensington, London next to Sir Isaac 
Newton’s telescope and the Apollo 10 command module. Since joining the UofL in 1981 David has 
been continually funded by NSERC, taught thousands and mentored hundreds of students. Seven 
of his former students are now faculty themselves, three hold research chairs.



Dhillon School of Business

Shamsul Alam
35 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

It has been a pleasure to work with Shamsul as a colleague and an educator 
since 1986. He held many academic and administrative positions at the 

University and his vision and work fully epitomize the motto of the 
University. Congratulations, Shamsul, on you 35 years of dedicated service 

to the finance area, the Dhillon School of Business and the University.



Facilities
Caretaking Services

Lana Barton
35 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Lana always is outgoing and friendly to everyone. She is also known for 
helping out new employees and making them feel welcome in our 

department. Lana loves to spend time with her family and travelling when 
she can. 



Faculty of Arts & Science
Philosophy

Bryson Brown
35 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Professor Bryson Brown received the 2020 Speaker Research Award for his 
influential SSHRC-funded research into paraconsitent logic and the philosophy of 

science and ecology. Bryson teaches courses in the history and philosophy of science, 
logic, metaphysics and epistemology. Dr. Brown has provided extensive service to the 
UofL, especially through his contribution to ULFA as a past President and Chair of the 

Grievance Committee and as Chair of the Department of Philosophy.



Allan Gergel
35 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

As the Library’s Supervisor of Information Systems Allan provides leadership to a 
group of highly skilled individuals who rely on Allan for both his technical expertise 
and his broad understanding of library systems. Over his 35 year career with the 
University Allan has reinvented himself several times over – a testament to his 
innate curiosity, desire to explore opportunities, and willingness to take 
risks. Allan is the Library’s go-to for information on new technologies, but also for 
details on travelling in Mexico and the intricacies of international travel with a 
dog! Congratulations on this amazing milestone!



Nancy Grigg
35 Years
Faculty of Education

Long Service Awards 2021

Nancy Grigg teaches and researches in the area of Inclusive Education and 
Educational Neuroscience at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 
As a graduate of the University of
Lethbridge she has been an unwavering supporter of the Faculty of 
Education Teacher Education program and its students. She has served as 
the Assistant Dean of Student Programs (twice!) and most recently as the 
Associate Dean, Undergraduate Programs.



Printing Services

Tyler Hayward
35 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Tyler currently manages Printing Services and is an important member of 
our Ancillary Services team.

He is a great leader with a calm and positive approach to managing people 
and tasks, always working side-by-side with his team to get the job done.

Tyler continues to be key to the success of Printing Services and we thank 
him for his dedication and congratulate him on 35 wonderful years.



Margaret Joblonkay
35 Years
Faculty of Education

Margaret Joblonkay retired in December 2020 after providing 35 years of 
exceptional service as an Administrative Assistant at the University of 
Lethbridge. She began her career in the President’s office in November 1985 
where she served for 6 months before moving to the Faculty of Education, 
first serving as the Administrative Assistant for the entire Faculty, and then 
spending the last 15 years with the office of Graduate Studies and Research in 
Education. Marg’s infectious laugh and sense of humour will be missed by 
those who’ve had the privilege of working with her.

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Education

Kas Mazurek
35 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Kas Mazurek has been with the university for an incredible 35 years! His 
area of teaching and research is Education Foundations, specifically 
Multicultural Education and Comparative Education. He regularly presents 
at international conferences, and over the years has authored several 
books, multiple articles, and serves on Editorial Boards.



Linda Anderson
30 Years
Financial  Services - Office

Long Service Awards 2021

The University is fortunate to have such a dedicated and hard working 
manager. You are the Banner guru and an exceptional team player. You are 
always willing to jump in and help others by sharing your wisdom or 
pitching in to make sure the work get finished. Congratulations Linda on 
achieving this incredible milestone of 30 years service.



Roberto Aragon-Garcia
30 Years
Facilities – Caretaking Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Roberto is a Maintenance Worker I  - he is always willing to help others, he  
has worked in many areas on campus for Caretaking and now responsible 
for cleaning the Canadian Centre for Behavioral Neuroscience in the 
Vivarium Science Commons Building. He loves to spend time fishing and 
camping with his family. 



James Byrne
30 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Geography & Environment

Long Service Awards 2021

Given his 30 years of service fighting the resource extraction industry and 
advocating for clean energy solutions, Dr. Jim Byrne is beginning a new phase of his 
career. In recognition of this work, Jim has been cast as the grown-up Adam in the 
Netflix cartoon “Bigfoot Family”, where he will be the voice of the character fighting 
the evil Texas oil tycoon that drew so much ire from the UCP. This convergence of 
talents for aggravating the UCP is expected to make Jim’s place on the Energy War 
Room wanted list move up at least two slots.



Faculty of Education
Curriculum Laboratory

Deborah Grant
30 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Deb loves learning and enjoys the dynamic nature of supporting pre-service 
teachers. She has great recommendations for picture books and notable 

illustrators. Deb cares deeply about providing good service and will search 
high and low when something is needed.



Bill Halma
30 Years
Sports & Recreation

Long Service Awards 2021

Bill and fitness at the University of Lethbridge are synonymous. He is that pleasant individual in 
the Sport and Wellness Centre quietly running the place and making sure your wellness 
experience is the best it can be. He always has a smile on his face and is willing to help anyone 
achieve their goals. You may have seen Bill as well as a referee for basketball, at the high 
school, college or university level games. In my opinion he was always the fairest referee.
This past year has been difficult for all of us but Bill has tried to keep us all safe and healthy by 
promoting fitness, arranging on-line fitness classes, and adapting summer campus to allow 
participation , all within strict health guidelines. It has been a rollercoaster for all of us but, 
especially for our wellness programs and our Recreation Services staff but we thank Bill for his 
dedication and trying to keep things as normal as possible.
THANK YOU!



Al Mueller
30 Years
Facilities – Building Maintenance

Long Service Awards 2021

Al Mueller has been a valuable member of the Building Maintenance team 
for over 30 years. During this time he has amassed a great historical 
knowledge in all aspects of Building Maintenance functions through his 
various roles including the establishment of the Sign Shop and development 
of the Paint Shop. Al has been a journeyman Painter Decorator for almost 20 
years now and ensures the University of Lethbridge campus is looking it’s 
best through the annual Paint Program and other demand maintenance 
activities. Thank you Al for your dedicated service and congratulations on 
your 30 year milestone!



Colleen Sullivan
30 Years
Sports & Recreation Services
Facilities

Long Service Awards 2021

Colleen is the epitome of 'commitment' and being a 'lifer' to the job. Her first 5 years 
employed with the Max Bell Aquatic Centre was a daily grind of driving 2+ hours from 
Pincher Creek to Lethbridge (and back); in addition to having 2 young boys! Over the 
past 30 years, Colleen became a fixture within the managerial structure of the pool, 
a constant as a programmer within the newly formed Sport & Recreation Services 
department in 2003, and, as the leader of Facilities & Operations within Homs 
Recreation over the past 4 years. 
Thanks for all you do Colleen!! 



Donna Townley
30 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Economics

Long Service Awards 2021

Donna Townley has taught thousands of students in her 30 year career at the 
University of Lethbridge, each benefitting from her ability to apply economic 
principles learned in the classroom to events and policies taking place in the real 
world. Many of her past ideas and suggestions about how economics should be taught 
are incorporated in the structure of the Economics program we deliver today. She 
has truly been a builder of our program and she works tirelessly with our publishers 
to insure that our students have access to the highest quality and most relevant 
learning material. Donna has also been a valuable member of numerous department 
and administrative committees. Her homelife includes assisting in dog rescuing, a 
most valuable and honorable community service.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Physics & Astronomy

Mark taught 20 different courses, plus several graduate reading, 
independent and applied study courses. He did NSERC-funded research in 
theoretical physics, supervised or co-supervised 25 undergrads, 6 MSc and 2 
PhD students, as well as 6 postdocs. His service included membership on an 
NSERC Evaluation Group, and Chair of the Division of Theoretical Physics of 
the Canadian Association of Physicists.

Mark Walton
30 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Fine Arts
Dean’s Office

As Assistant Dean of Student Program Services since 2005, James 
Dobbie’s work impacts everyone in Fine Arts. He has supported thousands 
of students in achieving their goals efficiently and with confidence, 
encouraged and assisted faculty in ongoing program and course 
development, and
promoted student-centred advising staff and registration practices 
across campus.

James Dobbie
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Over the last 25 years, Cam has had an amazing career at the University of 
Lethbridge. He’s spent a lot of that time talking about zombies and 
parasites, most but not all of it related to his research. He’s had many 
roles over the years including department chair, mentor, graduate student 
supervisor and he’s done a fantastic job. Thank you for everything and 
congratulations on 25 years…we look forward to another 25! 

Cameron Goater
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Education

Lance Grigg teaches in the area of Foundations, particularly philosophy of 
education and critical thinking. He is also well known for his work in the 
schools and community through Chess for Life. The program is designed to 
teach youth involved in the criminal justice system the complex game of 
chess while also enabling the development of critical thinking and social 
skills. Lance and the Chess for Life team also work in a number of 
elementary schools in Lethbridge.

Lance Grigg
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



IT Administration

Rob Johnson has been an integral member of the ITS 
department for an amazing twenty-five years. Rob often 
works behind the scenes tirelessly and diligently 
keeping the back end servers secure and reliable. Thank 
you for your important contributions to our success!

Rob Johnson
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Marie Matkin
25 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Marie Matkin has been with the Faculty of Management/Dhillon School of 
Business since 1992,
initially as an instructor and more recently as an instrumental member of 
the Dean’s Office as Director of Curriculum and Academic Scheduling. Marie 
is one of those people who has a mind like a steel trap, and is one of the 
most organised people I know. With her specific attention to detail and an 
incredible depth of institutional memory, she can spot the hidden rocks and 
other ‘natural’ forces, which is invaluable to us as we chart our way 
forward through transformative change.



Faculty of Arts & Science
English

Dr. Ian McAdam has a well-deserved reputation as a dedicated 
teacher, as well as an enviable reputation as a scholar of 
Shakespeare and early modern literature. In addition to his 
many other services to the university and community, his 
longstanding presence on the Animal Welfare Committee has 
been especially valued.

Ian McAdam
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



IT Administration

Jeff Oliver
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

When Jeff started at the U of L, dial-up internet was the latest greatest 
thing, and wifi hadn’t been invented yet! 25 years later he leads the 
network/telecommunications team, keeping data and calls flowing 
smoothly across our campus and connecting us to the world. He led several 
years of work to purchase, design, and install cutting edge network 
technology in the Science Commons and is now working with his team to 
transition this to the rest of the campus as well. When he is away from the 
office, Jeff can be found in the kitchen creating gourmet meals or gardening 
in his meticulously manicured yard. Congratulations Jeff on 25 years of 
outstanding service!



Faculty of Arts & Science
Geography & Environment

Derek Peddle
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Seeing students learn and progress through graduate and undergraduate 
degrees and go on to more great things has been wonderful. Helping build 
new programs and create opportunities has been an honour and I look 
forward to more. Very grateful to all colleagues and friends.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Sociology

William Ramp
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Elizabeth Schultz
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Professor Elizabeth Schultz is a talented teacher and researcher, with an emphasis on 
experiential learning through coordination of the Research Internship Concentration 

and very extensive supervision of graduate and undergraduate research students. 
Elizabeth’s NSERC-funded research into plant developmental genetics and molecular 

biology has been published in some of the most influential journals in the field and she is 
an international leader in our understanding of the genetic basis for the formation of 

leaf vein pattern.



Faculty of Education

Marlo Steed is the chair of the Educational Technology Committee in the 
Faculty of Education, and while researching and teaching effective 
applications of technology in classrooms, he strives to help faculty and 
students integrate cutting edge design in their courses and lessons. Also 
known for his fun and interesting 3D designs, he brings 3D printing to the 
local schools, and constantly builds the faculty to school connection. He 
has a passion for effective visual design and how that enhances teaching 
and learning.

Marlo Steed
25 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Ivan Townshend
25 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Geography & Environment

Long Service Awards 2021

Ivan Townshend, Human Geographer, cleverly disguised as an adult. Enjoys 
motorcycle travel and Friday group therapy sessions with Dr. Johnston at 
the local cul-de-sac of negativity.



Kenneth Vos
25 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Physics & Astronomy

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Ken Vos is the Chair of the Department of Physics and Astronomy. Ken’s 
passion for teaching is appreciated by undergraduate and graduate 
students alike. His research is primarily focused on theoretical condensed 
matter, with an emphasis on strongly correlated electron systems. 
Congratulations on 25 years of service.



Nicole Wilson
25 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Math and Computer Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

Nicole has been with the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science for 25 
years. Her teaching spans 3 disciplines: Computer Science, Math, and Stats. 
Anecdotally, she is a computer guru even though her degree is in math. She is a 
Chiarian and a depression survivor. She enjoys playing cards, board and computer 
games as well as RPGs and CRPGs. She reads constantly, writes fiction incessantly, 
crochets inconsistently, makes upcycled jewelry and occasionally sings in public. 
Lately, she been trying to paint and learn to play guitar but not simultaneously.



Ebenezer Asem
20 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Ben is a very reliable and dedicated member of the finance group. His 
students often describe him as a great professor who has increased their 
knowledge and interest in finance. Ben is a great colleague and co-author. 
Congratulations, Ben, on your 20 years of dedicated service to the finance 
area, the Dhillon School of Business, and the University of Lethbridge.



YJ Bao
20 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Dr. Yongjian (YJ) Bao exemplifies true kindness and exhibits a 
strong work ethic at the Dhillon School of Business.   His 
nature is to put others before himself.   YJ is passionate about 
teaching and research, both of which are of high quality.  I have 
valued my interactions and collaborations with him.

Long Service Awards 2021



Jill Cassidy
20 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

Jill is a valued member of the Library’s Administrative Team, providing patient, 
thoughtful, knowledgeable services to Library administration, staff and to the 
University community as a whole. Excellence for people working as Administrative 
Assistants includes (but is not limited to):
multitasking while paying attention to detail; communicating calmly in stressful, 
demanding situations; prioritizing both their own work and the work of others; 
maintaining a network of organizational contacts and knowledge that helps get 
things done – Jill is an excellent Administrative Assistant! Jill is also known by her 
colleagues for her scrapbooking talents and her cat wrangling skills, the latter of 
which also contributes to her success in the Library Admin office.



Christopher Epplett
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
History 

Long Service Awards 2021

Chris Epplett was born in London and schooled in Paris. London and Paris, 
Ontario, that is. Despite the bestial nature of his research – he studies the 
Beast Hunts of Ancient Rome – he has been held in high esteem in the History 
Department for many years



Alesha Farfus-Shukaliak
20 Years
Communications & Public Relations

Long Service Awards 2021

Alesha approaches her work with a meticulousness that drives her colleagues crazy 
(more so with envy as her teammates all reap the benefits from her efficient 
organizational skills). Her various lists and spreadsheets make sure every “i” is 
dotted and “t” crossed thereby enabling the University to always puts its best foot 
forward. Alesha’s passion for the U of L is pure, beginning from her time as a student 
and carrying through to today. She lives and breathes the U of L experience and it is 
evident in everything she does. Our University is stronger because of her dedication. 
Congratulations on 20 years!



Bev Garnett 
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Dean’s Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Bev has played an essential role in our department from her arrival—
reminding chairs (especially me) of things that need doing, keeping 
department meetings on track, and bantering with us all, over football, 
professional and personal idiosyncrasies and politics. Speaking as a not-
quite Maritimer (by marriage, a few years in Halifax and many visits to PEI 
and Nova Scotia) having a cheerful Newfoundlander around to chat (and 
spar a little) with has made work more fun than it’s usually supposed to be. 



Facilities
Caretaking Services

Joanne Gedrasik
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Joanne started when the Library opened, she wanted to stay there until she 
retired. Joanne is now in the Science Commons Building and is enjoying the 

area. Joanne always has a positive attitude and is always willing to lend a 
helping hand. Joanne loves spending time with her two grown boys and her 

grandchildren. She enjoys camping & hiking.



Dhillon School of Business

Deborah Jarvie
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Deborah (Deb) Jarvie is a faculty member in the Accounting Group in the 
Dhillon School of Business. In addition to her teaching responsibilities -

which she thoroughly enjoys, she has
published and presented numerous articles globally and locally on various 
issues pertaining to regulatory policy for sustainability. Deb's off-campus 
life focuses on her family, friends, pets, traveling, cooking, and numerous 

projects.



Facilities
Caretaking Services

Sharon Kanashiro
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Sharon currently works in University Centre of the Arts. Sharon is very 
good at communicating with other team members and the rest of the 

University. Sharon is always willing to share information and new ideas 
with other employees and management.  Sharon has enjoys spending time 

with her family.



Helen Kelley
20 Years
Dean of Graduate Studies – Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Some may not be aware that Dr. Helen Kelley began her career with the 
University of Lethbridge as student. Even then she was described as serious, 
thoughtful, proactive, and hardworking. In her role as Associate Dean of 
the SGS I would say the same things, and all of us agree: the effort and 
dedication that she brings is unmatched by any. It’s a privilege to work with 
you, Helen! 



Carol Knibbs
20 Years
Faculty of Education 
Dean’s Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Carol Knibbs has served as the Financial Officer with the Faculty of Education for 20 
amazing years, and the Faculty is also celebrating with her as she retires and moves 
to the next stage of her life. With her incredible analytic skills, common sense, clear 
communication, and great sense of humour she has been more than an employee within 
the faculty, but has become a friend to every staff and faculty member. She has 
brought so much, and provided such dedication and stability to the faculty that her 
retirement is a loss keenly felt, even as we wish her all the best in her well-earned 
retirement.



Facilities
Mechanical Services

Josh started out at the University as an apprentice millwright and in a couple of years became a 
Journeyman Millwright. As the years went on Josh trained two other staff to get their 

Journeyman certificate. Josh works hard to maintain the pumps and AHU’s on campus to operate 
as efficient as they can. When not at work Josh looks forward to spending time with his family, 

camping and skiing.

Josh Korthuis
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021



Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Igor Kovalchuk
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Igor has had a stellar career at the University of Lethbridge researching plant 
biotechnology. He has received many research grant, served on committees including 

the NSERC evaluation panel, and is currently a UofL Board of Governors 
Chair. Congratulations Igor on 20 years at the UofL and thank you for all of the hard 

work you do for the department, the university and the community.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Olga Kovalchuk
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Over the last 20 years, Olga has had an amazing career at the University of 
Lethbridge. She has received numerous research grants from diverse funding agencies 

including NSERC, CIHR and the Alberta Cancer Board, held several research chairs 
including the Board of Governors Chair in Cancer, published over 120 research articles 

and supervised many students. We congratulate Olga on her 20 years of dedicated 
service to the department, university and the community.



Christopher Kukucha
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Political Science

Long Service Awards 2021

Chris teaches international relations and is preparing for a long-awaited 
study leave to finalize multiple research projects. A favorite of the 
Political Science students, Chris is an active member of the Lethbridge 
Lacrosse Association, where he was recently recognized by the Lethbridge 
Sport Council for his coaching excellence.



Greg Lacey
20 Years
Capital Projects
Project Management Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Greg has worked in the Facilities department as a project manager for 20 
years.
Greg has completed many projects on campus including the CCBN MRI 
Addition, UCA Recording Studio, UH4CDE residence.
Away from work Greg enjoys spending time with his family camping, hiking 
and boating.



Corie Lazenby
20 Years
Dhillon School of Business
Dean’s Office

It is hard to believe that Corie Lazenby has been with the University of Lethbridge for 20 
years. But when I think about all that she has accomplished, it is not at all 
surprising. Corie has worn many different hats. She has guided us through 
accreditation, helped us move our strategic plans forward, and taught our 
students. She is always ready to take on a new challenge whether that is the top-notch 
research she conducted for her MSc in Management, or most recently taking courses to 
support us with process improvement. She is a leader within our faculty and a valued 
advisor to every Dean who has had the good fortune of working with her. 
Congratulations Corie!

Long Service Awards 2021



Sean Legge
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Math & Computer Science

Sean has been with the Department of Mathematics and 
Computer for 20 years. He teaches in Math and Stats, mainly the 
big sections of calculus, linear algebra, and stats. He enjoys 
teaching and helping students.

Long Service Awards 2021



Wayne Lippa
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Chemistry & Biochemistry

Long Service Awards 2021

Wayne Lippa has served as one of our department’s many excellent 
instructors for two decades now. He looks after first year labs and more 
recently took on the teaching of our analytical courses, a huge 
responsibility. He is an extremely popular teacher and he’s been busy 
popularizing chemistry as one our two Chem Guys! Great work, Wayne!



Jeremiah Merkl
20 Years

IT Administration

Long Service Awards 2021

Jeremiah Merkl is a long serving and valued member of the ITS 
department with two decades of service. Jeremiah is also an alumni and 
integral member of the Global Drums. Nothing brings him greater joy 
than de-commissioning old servers with big sticks and a solid beat.



Josephine Mills
20 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts
Art

Long Service Awards 2021

Josie finds it hard to believe that she’s been at the UofL for 20 years. With 
multiple roles as Director and Curator of the Art Gallery as well as 
Professor of Museum Studies, work is always dynamic and diverse. She loves 
bringing contemporary artists and researchers to campus from all over 
Canada and the world to collaborate with colleagues, local schools and 
museums, and work with the amazing Art Gallery staff and students.



Joy Morris 
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Math & Computer Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

Joy obtained her BSc from Trent University in 1992, and her PhD from Simon 
Fraser University in February of 2000, under the supervision of Brian 
Alspach. She has been at the University of Lethbridge since July of 2000. She 
received tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor in 2005, and to 
Professor in 2015. Her research work focuses on combinatorics and graph 
theory problems. She serves on several committees, including ULFA.



Office of the University Librarian

Chris Nicol
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

As University Librarian Dr. Nicol led initiatives that positioned the Library as central to the
University’s research, teaching and support for student success. Accomplishments include: physical

redevelopment of the Library enhancing student access to study spaces; a focus on information
literacy as integral to student learning; reorganization of staff roles and responsibilities to ensure

ongoing development and support for library services. During his time as University Librarian Chris
was also actively engaged in provincial (The Alberta Library), regional (Council of Prairie and Pacific

University Libraries and national (Canadian Research Knowledge Network,) academic library
initiatives. His holistic understanding of the academic enterprise made him a valuable colleague at

these tables.
Chris also served as Dean of the largest faculty, Arts & Science, for 12 years. When he does have free

time, he enjoys watching football, sipping scotch, and is an accomplished swimmer.



Jeremy Pierson
20 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

With a thoughtful and creative approach, Jeremy ensures Library technologies 
including circulating equipment and multimedia computer stations are up-to-date and 
operating at peak performance. An extreme challenge with budget constraints and at 
times, this has involved going back to basics with a soldering iron and a generous 
application of duct tape. He was instrumental in the successful partnership with the 
Dhillon School of Business to implement the Citrix platform within the Library and 
streamline the distribution of software applications. 
Jeremy is an avid NBA fan and after being bitten by the golf bug, can frequently be 
found on a fairway. 
Thank you Jeremy and congratulations on 20 years of service! 



Mike Pinder
20 Years
Facilities – Building Maintenance

Long Service Awards 2021

Mike has been with the University of Lethbridge for 20 years now. His 
accomplishments during his career on our campus are too numerous to even 
begin enumerating. He is known as a calm and knowledgeable presence who 
is easy to approach and always willing to help. Mike is a fantastic employee, 
and more importantly, a kind person, who just gets things done. He is 
respected and is appreciated by all who he comes in contact with. 
Congratulations on your 20 year Long Service Award, Mike!



Catharine Reader
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Communications & Marketing

Long Service Awards 2021

Catharine Reader’s passion for telling the stories of the Faculty of Arts 
& Science is abundantly clear in the work that she does, like planning the 
PUBlic Professor Series, the Wine & Dine Scholarship dinners, and in the 
many stories and social media feeds she curates. Her incredible 
contributions are why she won the President’s Award for Service 
Excellence and why the people who work with her have come to believe 
that unicorns do actually exist.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Philosophy

Victor Rodych
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Vic’s research on Ludwig Wittgenstein’s philosophy of mathematics is an 
important contribution to the field: he authored the Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy article on Wittgenstein’s philosophy of mathematics, and 2 of 
4 volumes translating all of Wittgenstein’s work on mathematics are now 

complete. He also edited/co-authored the 15th Edition of a widely used logic 
text, Irving Copi’s Introduction to Logic. Best of all, it’s still fun to talk 

logic and philosophy with him today.



Tammy Rogness
20 Years
Dhillon School of Business
Graduate Programs

Long Service Awards 2021

Tammy is the indefatigable advisor, supporter, and coordinator 
of graduate programs in the DSB, and now Health Sciences as 
well. She manages to bring order to chaos while still 
maintaining a smile. When not fighting entropy, Tammy enjoys 
soccer, patio parties, and a nice float down the Oldman River.



Dhillon School of Business

Mary Runte
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Mary has consistently sought to make a positive difference in the lives of 
her students, in the research she conducts, and in the functioning of U of L. 
She is that teacher who students come back to see years after graduating. 

She conducts research that benefits non-profits and medical communities in 
very real ways, and she goes above and beyond in U of L service, taking on 
the difficult tasks and filling the gaps to support others when they face 

challenges.



Robin Schafthuizen
20 Years
Facilities - Office

Long Service Awards 2021

In 2009 Robin moved to Facilities from the Office of the Vice President 
(Research). She has grown to be an invaluable member of the Facilities Team 
working behind the scenes with the Project Management group. She has 
adapted to working from home while still staying connected with 
everyone. Robin loves her work but would still rather be golfing . Thank 
you, Robin!



Behnam Seyed-Mahmoud
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Physics & Astronomy

Long Service Awards 2021

Behnam completed his BSC here at the U of L and was hired as an 
Academic Assistant after completing his MSC and PhD at Memorial and 
York Universities. His position was converted to Associate Professor 
after the success of his research program. Behnam has supervised a 
number of BSC and MSc students and his first PhD student just 
defended his thesis.



Rhys Stevens
20 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

Rhys is a Professional Librarian who began his career at the University on 
April 9, 2001. Since that time, he has been the Librarian who works with the 
Alberta Gambling Research Institute (AGRI), with important contributions to 
AGRI's National Project over the past two years. Rhys has also made major 
recent contributions to the digitisation of the University's air photo 
collection. Congratulations to Rhys for twenty
years of outstanding performance.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Neuroscience

Robert Sutherland
20 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Congratulations to Prof. Robert Sutherland on a second 20-year period of extraordinary service! 
Rob was also a faculty member at the UofL from 1981-1991, for a total of over 30 years. Dr. 
Sutherland has carried out a research program in the neurobiology of learning, memory and 

amnesia worthy of a Board of Governors’ Research Chair in Neuroscience, the Speaker Gold Medal 
for Distinguished Research, the AHFMR Research Prize and naming among Alberta’s 50 Most 

Influential People. Dr. Sutherland has also served in various important roles with ULFA, including 
President, Past President and Bargaining Chair. 



Debbie Tarnava
20 Years
Facilities - Caretaking

Long Service Awards 2021

Deb after 20 years is still finding ways to have fun at work. Deb’s outgoing 
personality is contagious she is always smiling you cannot help but smile 
back. Deb is a supervisor in Caretaking, which is a very demanding and 
challenging job. Deb enjoys spending time with her family and her 
granddaughter Jade who is growing up too fast. Deb 20 years and counting 



Raquel Trillia
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Modern Languages

When I first arrived in Lethbridge in 2007, Raquel invited me for dinner at 
her house. I had only known her for a few days. The same welcoming 
attitude is what have characterized working with her all these years. 
She has been a great colleague and friend. She is retiring next year. We 
will surely miss her. 

Long Service Awards 2021



John von Heyking
20 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Political Science 

Long Service Awards 2021

John is currently on study leave and highly anticipating his return to a 
bustling post-COVID-19 campus as Political Science Department Chair. When 
John isn’t in the process of writing three or four books simultaneously, this 
proud new Opa can be found on the slopes or mountain biking through 
Lethbridge’s magnificent coulees.



Derek Vincent
20 Years

Facilities
Caretaking Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Derek enjoys travelling especially Europe and the USA. Derek enjoys the 
hours he works early start 5am. Derek enjoys time with his family camping 
and other fun stuff. Derek is a supervisor in Caretaking which is both fun 

and challenging. Thank you keep up the great work.  



Robert Williams
20 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Dean’s Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Robert Williams is a world-renowned researcher and pioneer in the field 
of gambling studies, and his many scholarly contributions have helped put 
the University of Lethbridge on the international map. Dr. Williams is also a 
committed mentor, who devotes significant time to supporting the academic 
and research success of new colleagues, post-doctoral fellows, as well as 
graduate and undergraduate students. We thank you Rob for his 20 years of 
dedicated service to the Faculty of Health Sciences and the University of 
Lethbridge!



Jim Wishloff
20 Years
Dhillon School of Business
Calgary Campus

Long Service Awards 2021

Jim has been a valuable contributor to our North campus.
Through his teaching and engagement with students, Jim has played a 
critical role in the development of our program. His hard work and humble 
style of communication won hearts of students and colleagues here on 
Calgary campus.



Jing Zhu
20 Years
Registrar – Student Info System

When Jing first joined our community she knew the University was where she 
wanted to make her career. She has embraced all aspects of working in higher 
education and takes great joy in the positive impact she has had on students 
over the years. Jing started at the University as a part time programmer 
analyst in IT, from there she has held positions in Institutional Analysis, 
Instructing in the summer for Math and Computer Science and finally joining 
the Registrar's Office where she ultimately took a leadership position as the 
Assistant Registrar of Student Information Systems. Jing takes great pride in 
her project management skills, her team's success through Banner 
revitalization and the service they provide to our colleagues. On a personal 
note, Jing is so very proud of her adult children and all they have 
accomplished.

Long Service Awards 2021



Kenneth Allan
15 Years

Faculty of Fine Arts
Art

Long Service Awards 2021

Kenneth Allan is Associate Professor of Art History and Chair of 
the Art Department and teaches 20th century art, global 
contemporary art, photography, and theory. Ken’s research 
interests include conceptual art, Dada, surrealism, abstract 
painting, and the Russian avant-garde, including current research 
concerns the work of Kazimir Malevich.



Facilities – Grounds Maintenance

Ryan Boyle
15 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Ryan has been a valuable member of the Grounds Maintenance team since he started 15 years ago. Through his education and 
experience, there is evidence of Ryan’s contributions across the University of Lethbridge campus grounds. From the new Science 

Commons facility, the western slope into Turcotte Hall and maintaining the premiere sports field at the Community Stadium, Ryan’s 
handiwork is everywhere. Additionally, on cold winter mornings, Ryan helps to ensure the Campus Community gets to work/class 

safely and on time. Thanks for everything you do Ryan and congratulations on 15 years of dedicated service!



Theresa Burg
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

Professor Theresa Burg came to the UofL with a Ph.D. from Cambridge 
and extensive research experience. She quickly developed a strong 
research program in evolutionary patterns and processes in a diverse 
range of fish, birds and mammals, using a phylogeographic approach. 
Theresa has many graduate and undergraduate students and a postdoc, 
and holds funding from NSERC, ACA, Environment Canada and industry. 
Theresa currently serves as Chair of the Department of Biological 
Sciences.



Carla Carnaghan
15 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Carla Carnaghan has been with the Faculty of Management/Dhillon 
School of Business since 2006, and today plays a critical role in the growth 
and development of our graduate portfolio as Director of Graduate 
Programs. An accountant by training, Carla served previously as the Chair 
of Accounting within the School and still plays a role in the growth and 
development of accounting education. Carla has an incredible sense of the 
‘bigger picture’, of putting things into perspective, and the ability to see the 
pros and cons of decisions long before they are implemented or the 
problems arise. She is invaluable to the Dean’s office as a wise and trusted 
counsel.



Faculty of Arts & Science
Anthropology

Long Service Awards 2021

Andrea Cuellar 
15 Years



Penny D’Agnone
15 Years
Research & Innovation Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Penny D’Agnone is our go-to person for anything and everything research. 
She is passionate about the quality of research stemming from U of L. Her 
colleagues all mention things like “breadth of knowledge”, “dedication”, 
“open to ideas”, and “commitment”. Her career with ORIS has spanned the 
entire research enterprise from intellectual property to grants 
facilitation. She has a keen eye for detail while keeping the big picture in 
place. Colleagues see her as a great mentor and teammate. You can always 
count on Penny to help you find the answer to your questions.



Alexander Darku
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Economics

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Alexander Darku has shared his research in international aspects of African 
economies with a good number of graduate and undergraduate students, both as an 
instructor and as a supervisor. He is a popular, enthusiastic and skilled teacher who 
is fondly remembered by his students after launching their own careers. Alex has 
served as Acting Director of the Prentice Institute for Global Population and Economy 
as well as numerous department and administrative committees. His professionalism 
and friendly personality have made Alex a valuable member of the Department of 
Economics and the university community.



Breeanne Fuller
15 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts 
Music Conservatory

Long Service Awards 2021

Breeanne Fuller is the Director of the University of Lethbridge 
Conservatory of Music housed at Casa. She is a passionate administrator and 
musician whose leadership supports thousands of music students each year, 
through one-on-one instruction, group classes and ensembles. With 
Breeanne’s help, students and audiences develop a true appreciation for 
music and lifelong learning that resonates across our communities



Jacquiline Geneau
15 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

Jackie began her career at the University working part-time in Library 
Administration, until July, 2016, when she moved to the full-time position of 
Administrative Assistant to the University Librarian. Jackie quickly 
assimilated to her new role, in which she interacts with all areas of the 
University, as well as keeping the University Librarian on track with all of 
his duties. Jackie provides exemplary support in all respects, is hard-
working and can be relied on to "get the job done", usually ahead of 
schedule. Congratulations, Jackie, on your successful
fifteen years of service at the University!



Beth Gerwin
15 Years

Faculty of Arts & Science
Modern Languages

When you first meet Beth she comes across as a very gentle and 
timid person. After having worked with her for 14 years, I can 

assure you she is, in fact, very gentle but far from timid: she is 
formidable. Not only a as a colleague but also as a friend. You 
can count on her for great intellectual insights or a helping 

hand. 

Long Service Awards 2021



Katherine Haight
15 & 10 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Nursing

Long Service Awards 2021

Kathy has been an invaluable member of the FOHS for the past 15 years, teaching 
various courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels and supervising graduate 
nursing students to complete their culminating project. Kathy has participated in 
several consulting and research projects related to health care program 
development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and quality improvement. 
For her leadership and contribution to youth school-based tobacco prevention, she 
was awarded the Alberta Health Services Barb Tarbox Award of Excellence in Tobacco 
Reduction.



Paul Hayes
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Chemistry & Biochemistry

Paul Hayes is an outstanding organometallic chemist and a 
Board of Governor’s Chair. He has also done some excellent 
work in the classroom teaching popular senior inorganic and 
organometallic courses. Paul has established several 
productive collaborations, including one in Japan. Where he is 
now! Great work, Paul! 

Long Service Awards 2021



Lynette LaCroix
15 Years

Dhillon School of Business
Lethbridge Undergrad Programs

Long Service Awards 2021

Lynette LaCroix is one of those quiet people who have a tremendous impact 
because of the thoughtful approach she takes. As an advisor she supports 

our students as they navigate their academic journeys, she knows more 
about all things curriculum than just about anyone else in Dhillon, and she 

is a wonderful colleague. If something needs to be done, everyone knows 
Lynette will ask the right questions and make sure it is done well. We are 

grateful every day that she is part of our team. Congratulations on 15 
years Lynette!



Jason Laurendeau
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Sociology

Congratulations to Dr. Jason Laurendeau on 15 years of service to the University of 
Lethbridge. Dr. Laurendeau is the Chair of the Department of Sociology. Jay has 
carried out impactful research in the fields of autoethnography, gender, sport 
deviance, as well as settler colonialism in mountain culture. Dr. Laurendeau is a 
passionate promoter of initiatives addressing EDI and the calls of the TRC,  and has 
made significant contributions to the CSPT program and graduate mentorship 
programs.

Long Service Awards 2021



Lynn Laventure
15 Years
Housing Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Lynn has outstanding customer service skills! 
She communicates with staff, students and parents with professionalism, 
patience and a pleasant attitude.
Congratulations on achieving this long service award!



James MacKenzie
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Anthropology

Long Service Awards 2021

Since coming to the University of Lethbridge, Dr. Jamie MacKenzie has taught 
16 different courses and the undergraduate and graduate levels, as well as 
independent, applied studies and honours theses. He has published his work 
in journals, edited volumes, and a substantial and well-reviewed 
ethnographic monograph on his research on religion and ethnicity in 
Guatemala and among migrants to the United States. He is now finishing a 
four-year term as Chair of the Department of Anthropology.



Mick Nutley
15 Years

Facilities – Building Maintenance

Long Service Awards 2021

Through the past 15 years, Mick has worked in Caretaking duties, events 
setup, Building Maintenance Operator and Locksmith roles. Currently 

serving as an Building Maintenance Operator within the University Centre 
for the Arts & Library buildings, Mick has developed great relationships 

with Faculty, staff & students. Additionally, Mick acquired his Journeyman 
Locksmith certificate in 2017, which has allowed him to assist in Locksmith 
duties over the past 8 years. Thank you Mick for your years of service and 

congratulations on your 15 years!



Jenny Oseen
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Dean’s Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Jenny Oseen is an outstanding administrator, serving Anthropology and 
Sociology, in addition to I-CYS, with warmth and professionalism. She has 
been a touchstone for students, offering them support and encouragement 
in myriad ways, especially during the pandemic. Her institutional 
knowledge, willingness to help in virtually any context, charm and good 
humour have made her the heart and soul of these
departments.



Noreen Papp
15 Years
Facilities - Caretaking

Long Service Awards 2021

Noreen Papp Caretaker II. Noreen has spent the last year making up all the 
individual masks on campus. She also refills all the sanitizer bottles on 
campus. Noreen enjoys spending time with her family especially her 
grandkids. Noreen loves going to her camp site with her family.  



Tom Perks
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Sociology

Long Service Awards 2021



Brad Reamsbottom
15 Years
Teaching Centre

Brad is best known by faculty as the host of Talking About Teaching and 
Spark Teaching Symposium. However, behind the scenes, he has many 
talents, from Web coding, graphic design, and drawing, to editing the 
Light on Teaching Magazine, the Firefly newsletter, and supporting 
faculty use of teaching technologies. When not at work, Brad loves to 
read, spend time with his daughter as well as sketching and creative 
writing.

Long Service Awards 2021



Amy Shaw
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
History

Long Service Awards 2021

Amy Shaw is a nationally recognized authority on pacifism and the gendered 
experience of war in Canada in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. She 
has books and other publications, is Research Associate at Wilfrid Laurier 
University, and has interviews with the national CBC. And we love her wild, 
wild garden!



John Sheriff
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Math & Computer Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

John teaches a variety of statistics courses, often to hundreds of students each 
semester. His main interests lie in growing the Applied Statistics program, and in the 
evolution of Statistics Education. John serves his department and the university in 
many capacities, including Program Coordinator of the Applied Statistics Program, 
Associate Chair of the Math & Computer Science department, Chair of ULFA’s Gender, 
Equity, and Diversity Committee, member of GFC, member of the Board of Governors, 
and more. John is grateful to be able to pursue his career at the University of 
Lethbridge, collaborating with wonderful colleagues and teaching engaged students, 
while being able to enjoy the beautiful Southern Alberta landscape.



Steven Urquhart
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Modern Languages

The first thing I remember Steve said to me after I was hired was “You will 
fit right in.” He said it with such a friendly and energetic tone that made 
feel warm. He has always been that kind of colleague, full or energy and 
enthusiasm, ready to work on any project, making sure we get the job done 
right.

Long Service Awards 2021



Jim Vanderzee
15 Years

Capital Projects
Project Management Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Jim has worked as Building Maintenance supervisor for 8 years, and in the 
Project Management office for 7 years.
Throughout his career at the University of Lethbridge Jim worked with the 
campus community on tasks such as convocation and event set-ups, department 
moves, maintenance repairs and upgrades, staff and contractor safety, 
emergency responses and campus projects.



Sonya von Heyking
15 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Sonya’s relationship with the University of Lethbridge is long and varied: student, TA, 
alumnus, donor, volunteer, staff, faculty, and parent; as Facebook would say, “it’s 
complicated.” In summer 2014, after 8 years as the Director of Internal Audit, Sonya 
joined the DSB as a program director and instructor in the accounting area. Over her 
15 year career at the university Sonya has been recognized with awards for both her 
teaching, and her professional achievements, and is delighted to have had such a 
fulfilling UofL career so far.



Stacey Wetmore
15 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Chemistry & Biochemistry

Long Service Awards 2021

A Board of Governor’s Chair, Stacey is an outstanding scientist who 
investigates the impact of DNA damage using computational 
chemistry. Stacey Wetmore has been an excellent addition to the 
department since her arrival in 2006. With her extensive experience with 
NSERC, she has served as a mentor to her colleagues in the Sciences. Great 
work Stacey!



Helen Wolfe
15 Years
Human Resources
Payroll, Pension & Benefits

Over her career at the University, Helen has worked in 
Financial Services and in Human Resources. In her roles, she has 
been regarded by her colleagues as a caring and interested 
manager; thoughtful and analytical professional; and an 
unparalleled contributor in terms of her work ethic, 
fortitude, and dedication. Moreover, Helen's smile, joy and 
humor makes working with her a delight.

Long Service Awards 2021



Walter Wymer
15 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

As a Professor of Marketing in the Dhillon School of Business, since joining the 
university in 2006, Professor Wymer has

* published 50 peer reviewed journal articles, 
* published 6 books,
* published 18 book chapters, and
* given 51 conference presentations. 

He is an Associate Editor for the Journal of Philanthropy and Marketing, the European 
Journal of Marketing and the International Review on Public and Nonprofit 
Marketing, as well as serving on several journal editorial boards.



Mark Zieber
15 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Nursing

Long Service Awards 2021

In his 15 years with the University of Lethbridge, Mark has seen many changes 
in the nursing programs, culminating with the new nursing curriculum that 
was just launched in 2020. His passion for teaching and for supporting 
nursing students as they wrestle with their fears about making mistakes has 
been an important contribution to the development of future health care 
professionals. Further, his expertise in all things digital has resulted in him 
being a "go to“ faculty member in how to best use technology to support 
teaching and learning.



Facilities
Mechanical Systems

Long Service Awards 2021

Ted Altenhofen
10 Years

Ted started out as a journeyman plumber with-in the mechanical 
department 10 years ago. Ted work hard to get thing done and has no 

problem taking on new tasks and challenges specially items from the new 
SCB. After hours you can see Ted at Nicholas Sheran Park playing Frisbee 

golf and he’s good at it.



Maria Aragon
10 Years
Facilities
Caretaking Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Maria has worked in Caretaking two times. She is celebrating 10 years this 
time around. 
Maria is a Caretaker III and works all over the campus wherever needed. 
Maria loves to spend time with her family and camping in the new RV. 



Olu Awosoga
10 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Public Health

Long Service Awards 2021

In his 10 years with the Faculty of Health Sciences, Dr. Awosoga has demonstrated his 
deep commitment to teaching excellence, highly collaborative research, and a 
commitment to service in the University community and beyond that is far-reaching 
and inspiring. Many will remember his smiling face as Convocation Marshall for 
several years, a picture of pride in our University, and in the achievements of our 
students. His superb contributions as a BoG Teaching Chair during this global 
pandemic are noted, as is his commitment to building international relationships with 
institutions of higher learning in Nigeria.



Vishaal Baulkaran
10 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Vishaal Baulkaran is extremely dedicated to his research, teaching, and 
service in the Dhillon School of Business undergrad and graduate programs. 
He is very transparent, equitable, respectful, and fair in his roles as area 
chair and professor, co-author, and colleague. Vishaal is very personable, 
and well respected not only by his students who appreciate his capable 
teaching style and leadership in external (RIT and CFA) competitions, but 
also by his colleagues.



Jason Deering
10 Years
Housing Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Jason is a valuable member of the Housing team! A quiet force behind the 
scenes, Jason is always ready to assist with new projects and share his 
experience to improve current workflows. Jason’s dedication to his role is 
exemplified in the quality of his workmanship to maintain our residence 
facilities to the highest standards. Congratulations on 10 years of service!



Bryson Duda
10 Years

Office of the University Librarian

With a keen eye for statistics and data from analytical tracking systems, 
Bryson leads the Library Assessment Team providing data to analyze and 
inform decisions involving collections, services and web presences. He is also 
lead support for the Blackfoot Digital Library and plays a key role ensuring 
integrations of core library systems with enterprise applications are 
communicating efficiently. Bryson enjoys outdoor activities with his family 
and the challenge of a great board game. 
Well done Bryson and congratulations on 10 years of service!

Long Service Awards 2021



Denton Fredrickson
10 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts
Art

Long Service Awards 2021

Denton has been instrumental in overseeing the Sculpture and Media Arts streams 
within the Art Department studio program over the last 10 years, focusing on 
intersections between established and emerging techniques/processes within 
professional art practices. He has been central in developing new courses and 
facilities within the fields of Digital Fabrication and Data Physicalization. He 
continues to exhibit his own work internationally while contributing to the local 
community through the organization of projects such as Visualizing Agriculture, a 
six-person artist residency and exhibition in partnership with the Lethbridge 
Research and Development Centre (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada) and the 
Southern Alberta Art Gallery.



Esteban Gomez-Riviere
10 Years

Faculty of Arts & Science
Math & Computer Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

Esteban is an instructor who has been with the University of Lethbridge for 
10 years. He teaches introductory mathematics courses in the Department 
of Mathematics and Computer Science and the Indigenous Student Success 
Cohort. 



Juliet Graham
10 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts 
Art Gallery

Long Service Awards 2021

Juliet is the calm and organized force who cares for the University’s art 
collection as the Gallery Registrar. She was the “Art Traffic Controller” 
for the Gallery through the intake of substantial gifts of art from BMO, Jim 
Coutts, and the Marmie Hess Estate. She is also an outstanding mentor to 
students who do Museum Studies internships with the Art Gallery. And, she 
keeps our spirits up by baking delicious, beautifully crafted cookies.



Mahmudul Hasan
10 Years
IT Administration

Long Service Awards 2021

Mahmud has been a driving force in the automation of many systems across 
campus in his 10 years of service. This includes integrating systems such as 
Banner, Scholarship systems, identity management systems, City of 
Lethbridge bus systems, ApplyAlberta, and many more. Mahmud is a constant 
learner and even after earning a Masters degree from the U of L in 2011, he 
is still taking the additional courses when he's not working his magic with 
technology. Thanks for everything you’ve done over the past decade!



Nicole Hillary 
10 Years
VP (Finance & Administration) 
Office

Long Service Awards 2021

Nicole has been working in the Office of the Vice-President (Finance & Administration) 
for the past 10 years. She has been an invaluable colleague that assists with report 
writing, data gathering and analysis, policy guru, risk management and many other 
task too numerous to mention. Many of you will have had pleasant conversations and 
meetings with her as she gathers information. Nicole is a quiet individual around 
campus but you may have seen her in her very sporty vehicle, riding her bike, taking 
her 2 standard poodles and her husband Will for walks, gardening, or even out riding 
her horse. We especially enjoy her holiday baking. 
The VP’s office would not run nearly as smoothly without Nicole and I thank her for 
her dedication. THANK YOU!



Counselling & Career Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Tanya Jackson
10 Years

Tanya Jackson (R. Psych) has provided exceptional counselling services to 
countless students over her past 10 years at the U of L! Tanya’s dedication 

to her clients, passion for working with students, and specialization in 
areas such as OCD and relationship issues, make her a very valuable member 

of the Counselling Services team. Tanya has also served in an educational 
capacity as a regular supervisor for M. Ed. Counselling Psychology interns. 

Congratulations on 10 years Tanya…and many more to come!!!



Rubaiyat Khan
10 Years
IT Administration

Long Service Awards 2021

Congratulations on 10 years Rubaiyat! Thank you for all the
contributions you have made in making the ITS Client Services
team successful. Your dedication, commitment, professionalism
and willingness to always help out has made you an asset on the Desktop 
Support Team. Thank you for your years of continued dedication to the UofL 
user community.



Jon Kozub
10 Years
Institutional Analysis

Long Service Awards 2021

As the Senior Research Analyst in Institutional Analysis, Jon plays a critical 
role in supporting the unit in transforming data into insight to inform 
decision-making.  Jon’s expertise has been essential in the deployment of 
Tableau Online.  He is an exceptional team player, and we feel very grateful 
to have him as part of the team in Institutional Analysis.  Jon, 
congratulations on 10 years at the University of Lethbridge and we look 
forward to many more years working together!



IT Administration

Jeff Kwon
10 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Congratulations on 10 years Jeff! You are an important and valuable 
member of the ITS Solutions Centre Team. Your professionalism and 

commitment to the University faculty, staff and students has contributed 
to the Teams Success. Thank you for your years of continued dedication to 

the UofL user community.



Facilities
Caretaking Services

Pat Lawlor
10 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Pat Lawlor is a Maintenance Worker I. Pat is best known for his attendance  -
he has not missed 1 day of sick time in his 10 years on the Caretaking team. 

Pat is friendly, and polite to everyone. Pat just bought a new home. Pat also 
loves to spend time camping with his wife Kelly and his daughter Audrey. 



Suzanne Lenon
10 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Women and Gender Studies

Congratulations to Dr. Suzanne Lenon on a decade of service to the University of 
Lethbridge. Dr. Lenon is the Chair of the Department of Women & Gender 
Studies. Suzanne is a leading scholar and recent Tier II Board of Governors 
Research Chair, studying the fields of socio-legal research and critical race 
feminisms, especially as it relates to marriage law and inheritance. Suzanne is 
an outstanding teacher and has contributed significantly to the CSPT program, 
as well as to the intellectual life at the University of Lethbridge. 
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Yutao Li
10 Years
Dhillon School of Business

Long Service Awards 2021

Yutao has
-Received SSHRC awards twice
-Received the Best Paper Award at the American Accounting Association 
International Accounting Sectional (IAS) Meeting
-Published more than 10 papers at peer-reviewed journals
Congratulations on 10 years of service Yutao!



Jay Macdonald
10 Years
IT Administration

Long Service Awards 2021

Jay is a valued member of the ITS digital team and much of his work is behind 
the scenes making sure that the University’s public website runs smoothly 
and securely. He has a deep technical skillset and enthusiastically tackles 
the most complex and challenging issues that arise and can be counted on to 
automate many of the tasks that arise to improve efficiency. Outside of 
work, Jay has amassed an enormous collection of Lego and enjoys the 
challenge of building large and complex models. Congratulations Jay on 10 
years of valuable service to the University!



Jesse Malinsky
10 Years
Office of the University Librarian

Long Service Awards 2021

Jesse is reaching his ten years of service as the University Library Supervisor of 
Client Services. During that time, he has faced many challenges and has met these 
with calm and diligent hard work. When the University Library was flooded in 2013, 
Jesse was the key player in the University Library who coordinated our response to 
returning the facility to normal operations. More recently, Jesse has had to contend 
with maintaining the delivery of Library services to Library patrons during the COVID-
19 Pandemic. His dry, good humour is well-known throughout the University, as well 
as his willingness to take on any challenge, no matter how difficult. Congratulations 
to Jesse for his ten years of exemplary service to the University.



Shamsuddin Mamun
10 Years
VP Research
Animal Care Services

It is hard to believe that it has been ten years already since Mamun joined the 
Animal Care Services team. He bring so much valuable skills and knowledge to 
the Aquatic Research Facility operation supporting the equipment, the care of 
the animals and research initiatives. Mamun is fully invested in his work, going 
above and beyond his job description for the benefit of animal health and 
optimal research. We are very lucky to have him and we are looking forward 
to many more years of challenge and success. 
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Richelle Marynowski
10 Years

Faculty of Education

Long Service Awards 2021

It’s hard to believe that Richelle Marynowski has already been with us for 
10 years, but what a decade it has been! Richelle serves in the areas of 
Evaluation of Student Learning and Mathematics Education. During this time 
she has achieved the faculty’s first Research Chair, a consistent 
outstanding teaching record, and has served as a coordinator in the 
undergraduate program and now as Assistant Dean, Undergraduate 
Programs. Richelle contributes in every imaginable way, and we can only 
imagine what she will achieve over the next 25 years!



Lance McGinnis
10 Years
Housing Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Lance joined the Housing team after starting his U of L career in Facilities. 
Bringing a depth of knowledge to his role, Lance is always ready to take on 
new responsibilities and is a positive mentor to our summer student staff. 
Lance’s experience and quality of work ensure our residence facilities are 
well maintained. Congratulations on 10 years of service!



Sydney McNally
10 Years
Calgary Campus

Sydney is a fierce advocate for students, and is even FIERCER for transitioning 
back to her role as a Program Specialist on the Calgary Campus during a 
global pandemic. 
She is a master of articulation agreements, a passionate and dedicated Alumna 
of the University, and above all else committed to helping students succeed. 
Congratulations to Sydney, Husband Cole and Big Brother Noah on the arrival 
of their 2nd Future UofL student, a little girl, in April 2021. 
We look forward to welcoming Sydney back to the Calgary Campus in 2022.
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Mary-Anne McTrowe
10 Years

Faculty of Fine Arts
Art

Long Service Awards 2021

In her role as Fine Art Technician, Mary-Anne provides invaluable technical 
support across a broad range of artmaking disciplines including 
photography, printmaking, textiles, performance art and sculpture. She 
approaches every aspect of her position in a dedicated, enthusiastic, and 
professional manner, and is always willing to share her expertise- whether 
in sasquatch lore, ukulele technique, or They Might Be Giants song lyrics. 
Mary-Anne’s contributions to the Art Department and the art community are 
exemplary.



Rhonda Nelson
10 Years
Faculty of Arts & Science
Advising
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In her ten years at the University of Lethbridge, Rhonda Nelson has been the 
first point of contact for the students who come to Arts and Science 
Advising each year. Her smile and kindness are always appreciated by her 
coworkers and especially by the thousands of students she helps each year 
in what may be the busiest office at the University of Lethbridge.



Chad Patterson
10 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts 
Art Gallery

Long Service Awards 2021

Chad has been the wizard behind the scenes for the Art Gallery’s website, 
posters, and other design for 10 years. He provides exceptional input from 
his experience as a UofL art student, adds unofficial focus group testing as 
a father and, with his blue collar roots, he keeps the Art Gallery grounded. 
He also keeps up an active art practice of his own, winning the SOLAR 
People’s Choice Award in 2018.



Ute Perkovic
10 Years
Dhillon School of Business
Lethbridge Undergrad Program

Ute Perkovic is one of those advisors who truly takes the idea of “supporting 
our students” to heart. She isn’t afraid to tell them what’s what, but does it in 
a way that helps them see their potential and the opportunities waiting for 
them. She provides the bigger context that helps students move forward 
through challenging situations to find success in their post-secondary 
studies. Ute is the first to volunteer for any job, but especially those 
involving students. She loves what she does and we, like our students, are 
lucky to have her.
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Faculty of Arts & Science
Psychology

Javid Sadr
10 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Javid Sadr is a cognitive scientist specializing in visual perception. An 
interdisciplinarian, Sadr integrates film studies with cognitive science in 

both his teaching and research. His unique approach to teaching challenges 
students to think in ways they never have before. 



Faculty of Fine Arts
Music

Paul Sanden
10 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Dr. Paul Sanden is an Associate Professor of Music History in the Department of Music in the Faculty of Fine 
Arts and he is the English-language editor of Intersections: Canadian

Journal of Music. His main research interests include the impact of electronic technologies on the 
communication of musical meaning (addressed in his 2013 book, Liveness in

Modern Music), the intersections in music’s cultural contexts between different musical genres and 
traditions, and Canadian pianist Glenn Gould as recording artist and

broadcaster. He is a gifted teacher, having taught more than 20 different undergraduate classes at the 
University of Lethbridge and he has been especially active in his department in the areas of curricular design 

and research evaluation and recognition.



Facilities
Caretaking Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Yola Sandzewicz
10 Years

Yola has cleaned almost every area on campus with her 10 years in the 
caretaking department. She is caring, hardworking, and likes to share 

stories of Poland. Yola knits, and make floral decorations in her spare time. 
Yola and her husband Ed love to go camping, quadding, swimming, and biking 

in the West Castle area.



Pei  Shao
10 Years
Dhillon School of Business
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Dr. Pei Shao is a dedicated member of the finance group both for her teaching 
and research. Pei’s research has been published in top tier finance journals. 
Congratulations, Pei, on your 10 years of dedicated service to the finance 
area, the Dhillon School of Business, and the University.



David Slomp
10 Years
Faculty of Education

Long Service Awards 2021

David Slomp’s teaching and research interests centre around both 
Evaluation of Student Learning and Literacy education. He teaches in both 
the graduate and undergraduate programs, including teaching some of the 
first courses in our doctoral program. David is a devoted and skilled 
mentor with graduate students, some of whom have won national or 
international awards for their theses and dissertations. David serves on 
many editorial boards and contributes to the international community as 
the Co-Editor in Chief of Assessing Writing.



Shannon Spenceley
10 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Nursing

Dr. Spenceley is a proud registered nurse, and an alumna of our BN program. In her 10 
years with the Faculty of Health Sciences, Dr. Spenceley has taught in both the 
undergraduate and graduate nursing programs, conducted research in the areas of 
dementia care and moral distress in long term care settings, and has also served as 
the Assistant Dean--Nursing, then Associate Dean, and most recently as the interim 
Dean of Health Sciences. She is a past-President of the College and Association of 
Registered Nurses of Alberta (CARNA), and is currently serving on the provincial 
Steering Committee to establish an independent professional Nursing Association in 
Alberta.
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Faculty of Arts & Science
Biological Sciences

Long Service Awards 2021

Quintin Steynen
10 Years

Quintin started his career at the UofL as a MSc student working on genes with odd names 
such as FRKED and SCARFACE. He started as an instructor in 2006 and has had a critical 

role in both Biology and Biochemistry helping design and develop new lab programs and 
taking on new roles including overseeing the greenhouse and plant growth 

facilities. Congratulations Quintin on 10 years at the UofL and thank you for all your 
hard work.



Virginia Trotter
10 Years
Facilities 
Caretaking Services

Long Service Awards 2021

Virginia is a supervisor in the Caretaking department for the past 10 years. 
Virginia is hardworking, dedicated, loves change. Ask Virginia to get 
something done and it will be done better than you could ever imagine. In her 
spare time she will be with her husband or with over 15 grandkids riding or 
walking in the coulees. 



Human Resources

Linda van der Velde
10 Years

Long Service Awards 2021

Over her career at the University, Linda has managed a vast array of issues 
in human resources management with thoughtfulness and heart. Her 
colleagues regard her for her strong values and ethics, courage and 

analytical approach, often innovating and forging new levels and scopes of 
professional practice. Linda is a joy to work with, always ready to laugh 

and to enjoy social time as a team.



Shannon Vandenberg
10 Years
Faculty of Health Sciences
Nursing

Long Service Awards 2021

Shannon Vandenberg, a ULeth BN alum herself, has dedicated the last 11 years of her 
nursing career to teaching the next generation of nurses in a variety of courses. Her 
commitment to students and faculty is evident in her involvement with service 
activities within the nursing program and beyond.
She is actively involved in national projects with the Canadian Association of Schools 
of Nursing in creating an e-resource on climate driven vector-borne diseases, and 
most recently collaborated on a project exploring the perceptions of faculty and 
students on the use of Zoom in nursing education during a pandemic.



Kirsten White
10 Years
Financial Services
Office

Kirsten has been in the cash office for the past ten years & is 
one of the friendliest faces on campus. She is a wealth of 
knowledge and assists students with questions about their 
student accounts, as well as what is going on around 
campus. We are so lucky to have Kirsten as part of our team in 
Financial Services – congratulations!!!
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Jay Whitehead
10 Years
Faculty of Fine Arts
Drama 

Long Service Awards 2021

Professor of Drama Jay Whitehead is Chair of the department and a 
passionate and active member of the local theatre community. An actor, 
performer, drag personality, choreographer, director, writer, and teacher, 
Jay is the co-founder and Artistic Director of Lethbridge’s independent 
professional theatre, Theatre Outré.



Faculty of Health Sciences
Nursing

Long Service Awards 2021

Joanne Williams
10 Years

Joanne has been a vital member of the Simulation Health Centre team for 10 
years, quietly and efficiently maintaining the inventory, databases, 

scheduling, and preparing lab and simulation spaces. In addition, Joanne 
ensures medical equipment, complex human patient simulators, and audio-

visual systems are maintained and operational.
She is truly a behind-the-scenes hero who is greatly appreciated by all who 

have the opportunity to work with her.



IT Administration

Long Service Awards 2021

Richard Williams
10 Years

Congratulations on 10 years Richard! Thank you for the contributions you 
have made in making the ITS Solutions Centre successful. Thank you for your 

years of continued support to the University faculty, staff and students.
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