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NEWS FROM THE CHAIR

Final grades have been submitted and spring is in the air — well maybe not quite given the
weather lately. Summer students are starting work. The field season is beginning for
many of you. This is the time of the year when my Ph.D. supervisor used to say, “it is
time to begin the spring campaign!” He was referring to the annual push many of us
make at this time of year to get our research programs into high gear. It is also time for us
to acknowledge the outstanding research accomplishments over the past year for the
Department of Biological Sciences. We have had another great year in the department.
Our graduate program is flourishing. Research productivity is increasing. A notable
highlight for this past year is Joe Rasmussen being awarded the 2009 Frank Rigler
Award. This award is the highest honour given by the Society of Canadian Limnologists.
Congratulations to everyone for another exceptional year! | wish you all the best for
continued success!

Cheers,

Brent
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Watch for the special graduate student edition of BioUpdate in Fall 2010. As always, this
newsletter cannot be produced without the input and support of all Department members, and we
thank you for your contributions. If you have suggestions for future newsletter issues, please
send them to Tatiana Arjannikova (arjannikova@uleth.ca) or Katrina Mendez
(katrina.mendez@uleth.ca).



2009 DEPARTMENT RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Awards and Honours:

Department Members:

Joe Rasmussen was awarded the Frank Rigler Memorial Award from the Society of
Canadian Limnologists (January 2010).

John Kastelic was honoured to be chosen the Theriogenologist of the Year for 2009, by
the American College of Theriogenologists. By way of explanation, theriogenology is
veterinary reproduction (obstetrics, gynaecology, and andrology) and a theriogenologist
is a veterinarian who is a recognized as a board-certifed specialist in animal reproduction.
The American College of Theriogenologists is the veterinary specialty organization that
certifies veterinarians as specialists in theriogenology. There are approximately 350
members of this organization (just over 10% live in Canada). Entry is by examination;
John served on the examination committee for 8 years.

Larry Kawchuk received the Australian Endeavour Research Fellowship. (awarded by
the Deputy Prime Minister of Australia, The Honourable Julia Gillard) and was also
appointed Honorary Associate at the School of Biological

Sciences, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia.

Graduate Students:

The ACA Grants in Biodiversity program is pleased to announce that the following
Biological Sciences students are amongst this year’s grant winners:

o Lars Brinkmann (supervisor J. Rasmussen) — “Combined effects of food
web structure and bioenergetics on mercury biomagnification in northern
pike (Esox lucius) in reservoirs with improverished food webs”

o Nicole Pilgrim (supervisor A. Hontela) — “Toxicity of maternally-
transferred selenium to embryos and larvae of rainbow trout and brook
trout”

o Melissa Thomson (supervisor C. Goater) — “Epidemiology of an emerging
parasite in co-grazing ungulates in Cypress Hills Park, Alberta”

These projects exemplify the Grant program's goal to enable research that will ultimately
conserve, protect, and enhance, Alberta's fish, wildlife and natural habitats. With this
year’s awards, the ACA Grants in Biodiversity has now awarded over $3.4 million dollars
to 341 researchers in its 16-year history.



Shilo Andrews (supervisor L. Flanagan) received the Sulzman Award for best student
poster (from over 25 students in session), at the American Geophysical Union (AGU)
Annual Fall 2009 Meeting. The Sulzman Award is given in honor of Dr. Elizabeth
Sulzman, an award-winning professor and scientist remembered for her tremendous
enthusiasm for teaching and research, and for her contributions to the isotope and
biogeochemistry community. Preference is given to graduate students using stable
isotopes to study soil biogeochemistry.

Kim Dohms (supervisor T. Burg) received an NSERC-PGS D.

Linda Lait (supervisor T. Burg) received both an NSERC-CGS M and an Alberta
Ingenuity Graduate Scholarship.
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